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Weekly Newsletter - Every Friday Morning

Opening Remarks
A Mid Sussex Night's Dream: A report from BHBiz26

Business Advice
A local property advice networking event next month. Another event for team builders
and PA's. A networking event at a local school is announced.

Wellbeing
Communicate better under stress. Raising menopause awareness.

Member News - Other awards

One of our members joins the nation's top 100 small businesses. Another is shortlisted
for a key top award in their sector, while another is up for an international award in their
sector. Meanwhile...Christmas staff celebrations need to be planned.

Charity News

A huge evening of entertainment being organised by our Charities and Schools Group.
The annual report from Young Green Briton Challenge, an initiative which has greatly
widened its impact in 2026. The association and several of our members are enthusiastic
supporters. There's also news on local community groups funding.

Skills and Recruitment

Content Creator Apprenticeships offered. Youth Jobs Grant launched. Connect to Work
contacts. The Sussex Skills Summit in October, being held again at the Amex, BHBPA will
be in attendance.

Events

Our Ridgeview event in September is proving very popular with bookings continue to
rise, we will restrict numbers to 50. In October we have a site tour at HPC, one of Burgess
Hill's longest established engineering firms. Book Events.

We welcome another new member this week. Become part of the most purpose driven
business group in Sussex: Join Here

A Mid Sussex Night's Dream

An extraordinary night of celebration and community

Yesterday evening our biennial business awards took place with over 170 guests
enjoying some delightful evening entertainment in glorious weather at the foot of the
Downs.

In the garden of Pangdean Barn, nestled in ancient farmlands, a troupe of dancers
retold an ancient story of love, magic and confusion, set in Athens, in an enchanted
forest. As this story unfolded, in the shade of a vast mulberry tree, our guests
savoured exquisite canapés and sipped the very finest Ridgeview sparkling wine.


https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/
https://content.mailplus.nl/m2/links/bhbpa/txtp/aFeds
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bhbpa-events/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/membership/

Stories of Excellence
All our finalists shared stories of excellence, as individuals, as teams, and as businesses,
all in their pursuit of admirable business goals.

Our awards are an opportunity to encourage others to emulate great examples of good
business. Good business done well and Thursday evening was all about that.

Eleven categories. Over sixty entrants — a record. | read every one of this year's entries
and I've been deeply impressed with the quality of this year's entrants.
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Tonight is about celebrating all of .
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achievement, and you should all be

immensely proud of what you have
accomp//'shed. " Our category award sponsors for 2026

You'll read all about the evening in next week's newsletter and, well before that, much
coverage across social media as winners and highly commended finalists are
announced and celebrated.

Richard Cox
Chief Executive of BHBPA

For all Enquiries
« % = SPONSORED BY richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
07393 728688
BHBIz @) sherrards

Burgets Ml Butiness Parks Adsocution
BHBPA:Biennial Awards

Headline sponsors for 2026

IT support from your
eXteCh CI‘Ud local Microsoft Partner.
g 2 © &

Cybersecurity Cloud Migration IT Support Connectivity

Solutions Partner

B Microsoft o o

Talk to us on: 01444 443200 | Email us on: info@extech.co.uk



mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bh-biz-star-2026-awards/
https://extechcloud.com/

New Members this week

e Only With Love

Only With Love

We're Only With Love. We brew for balance and togetherness with our award-winning
range of alcohol free, premium session beers and sodas - perfectly in step with today's
mindful drinker.

We don't just make award-winning brews; we use them for social good.

Now, we've opened the doors to our brand-new brewery and taproom at
~Gatehouse Hub in Burgess Hill — bringing our beer, our team and our
love of bringing people together into one place.

With ten taps pouring fresh beer straight from the brewery, plus
local food, music, events and plenty of space to settle in, we're
creating a new kind of local for Burgess Hill. Somewhere to grab a
pint after work, meet friends, bring the family, listen to some live
music, discover a local maker or simply see what's happening that
weekend.

Being part of the Sussex community is hugely important to us.
We're passionate about working with local businesses, suppliers,
makers, musicians, charities, and community groups, and we
want the taproom to become a place where those connections
happen.

We're also committed to brewing responsibly and continually looking at ways we can
improve our sustainability, support our local community and create opportunities for
people to get involved.

There's already plenty happening at the tap — from food pop-ups to DJs, and we're only
just getting started.
Come and find your people.

ONLY WITH LOVE

%24

w«ﬁ, Units 44 & 45, Gatehouse Hub, Neaves Park, Burgess Hill, Hassocks, BN6 9ZN
AN onlywithlove.co

hello@onlywithlove.co
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https://onlywithlove.co/
mailto:hello@onlywithlove.co
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Top 100 Nation's Small Businesses

Spirit of the Downs
Distillery named in the top 100 Nation's Businesses by Small Business Saturday

Meet the Nation's Favourite Businesses!

This year's Small Business Saturday UK is well and truly on, as we announce the 2026
Nation's Favourite Businesses - the inspirational entrepreneurs from across the UK, who
will officially mark the countdown to Small Business Saturday on 5th December.

Formerly known as the SmallBiz100 campaign, the rebranded Nation's Favourite
Businesses line-up features an incredible range of UK small businesses including the
community-spirited Wheeler Fabrics' shops in Mid-Wales and Somerset, The Pantry
Underwear's award-winning stores in Islington and Saffron Walden, Eish City's family-
owned seafood restaurant in the heart of Belfast, the fantastic Spirit of the Downs
distillery in East Sussex, the inspirationalSHARE charity in Chester, Eat Sleep Ride's
brilliant off-grid equine sanctuary in the Scottish Borders, Grounds for Good's Welsh
botanical spirits business, and the wonderful Zoe Davidson Jewellery, inspired by the
hidden details of her island home in Stromness, Orkney.

We certainly hope you'll join us in celebrating your favourite small businesses!

Now in its second decade in the UK, Small Business Saturday will return on 5th
December 2026 with a mission to support and celebrate the UK's 5.7 million small
businesses, particularly as they face mounting economic challenges over the winter.

On Small Business Saturday customers across the UK go out and support all types of
small businesses, from independent shops and restaurants to small service and b2b
based businesses like accountants and digital marketeers. Many small businesses also
take an active role in promoting the day by hosting events and offering promotions.

/7\ spiritofthedowns.co.uk

Trade Enquiries
S P I R I T For trade enquiries, please contact us 01444 523278 or email

0 F T H E hello@spiritofthedowns.co.uk
n n w N s Unit 3, Bookers Vineyard, Foxhole Lane,, Bolney, West Sussex RH17 5NB



https://www.sussexfirstaidcourses.co.uk/
https://smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com/
https://www.wheeler-fabrics.co.uk/
https://thepantryunderwear.com/
https://www.fish-city.com/
https://spiritofthedowns.co.uk/
https://shareaid.co.uk/
https://www.eatsleeprides.org/
https://groundsforgood.co.uk/
https://zoedavidsonjewellery.co.uk/
https://spiritofthedowns.co.uk/
https://spiritofthedowns.co.uk/
mailto:hello@spiritofthedowns.co.uk

Property Matters

An event for people in the property sector
From The Jonathan Lea Network

The Hayloft, Cuckfield, England
Friday, October 2 ¢« 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Property

Matters
Lunch

SUSSEX Jonathan Lea
SURVEYORS. Network

Asgr oxcrable lrdepentent o K nombedge stle Solicitors

The Hayloft, Cuckfield, England .
Friday, October 2 « 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM eventbrite BOOK HERE

JonathanlLea Wwww.jonathanlea.net

Network 01444 708640
Solicitors wewillhelp@jonathanlea.net

For PAs, EAs & Event Planners

Come and discover a different way to bring teams together.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/property-matters-lunch-october-2026-tickets-1999388802731?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.jonathanlea.net/
https://www.jonathanlea.net/
mailto:wewillhelp@jonathanlea.net

TOTFINGTON MANOR

Corporate Retreats | Meetings | Team Away Days

Tuesday 13th October 2026 | 4pm - 7pm

Calling all PAs. EAs and Fvent Planners - come and discover a different
way 1o bang teams together,

Expmtotthq!onuanov mest a zelection of team-
buiiding and expenence suppliers. and discover fresh ideas for bringing
teams together to connect, think strategically and experience something

béyond the traciitional away day.

Book your free ticket now!

Interested in eshibing - reach out 1o eleengtotingtonmancr couk

e Tuesday 13th October 4-7pm
e Tottington Manor

Escape the city for an
early-evening showcase at
Tottington Manor and
explore how meetings,
corporate retreats and
team away days can work
differently when the
venue gives people room
to think, connect and
spend time together.

Meet a handpicked
selection of team-building
and experience suppliers,
discover the business
spaces and hospitality
available at Tottington
Manor, and gather fresh
ideas for events that go
beyond the traditional
away day.

For any questions, please reach out to eileen@tottingtonmanor.co.uk

tottingtonmanor.co.uk
01273 957 777

reservations@tottingtonmanor.co.uk

Tottington Manor, Edburton Rd, Henfield BN5 9LJ

| —————g 485 bat ot


mailto:eileen@tottingtonmanor.co.uk
https://tottingtonmanor.co.uk/
https://tottingtonmanor.co.uk/
mailto:reservations@tottingtonmanor.co.uk

Communicate Better under Pressure

Stress changes how we communicate.

Under pressure we can become more reactive, listen less, jump to conclusions and mis
read each other.

Do you want your team to
communicate better under pressure ?

Stress changes how we communicate.
Under pressure, we can become more reactive,
listen less, jump to conclusions and misread each other

A 40-minute workplace session: Practical. Engaging. Immediately useful.
To understand what stress can do to communication and introduce a simple approach
a team can use straight away: PAUSE. QUESTION. CONNECT.™
Supporting better:
Communication * Relationships * Leadership « Inclusion » Workplace wellbeing
Suitable for teams, managers, SMEs and organisations. Sessions from £295 plus VAT

Workplace Stress Educator & Consultant
m Sam J Rehan Fractional Director TEDx Speaker

SamRehan.com hello@SamRehan.com

WATCH MY TEDx TALK .
We Misread Each Other Under Stress Sam J Rehan

A 7-minute talk about stress, Wworkplace Stress and Resilience
communication and human connection Educator  Speaker

Contact Sam ] Rehan via
Scan to watch hello@samrehan.com
or visit SamRehan.com SamRehan.com



https://www.pangdean.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/sam-rehan-40-minute-reset/home?pli=1&authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/sam-rehan-40-minute-reset/home?pli=1&authuser=0
https://samrehan.com/
mailto:hello@samrehan.com
https://samrehan.com/

CERTA MPS can enable you to become more sustainable when
printing, copying and scanning documents within your office.

Get in touch to find out how we can help

0345 345 3044 j.ranson@certamps.co.uk

CERTA GREEN PLAN INITIATIVE
Smart Printing, Your Way

. Flexible subscriptions for refurbished or new printers — no

www, certamps.co.uk

waste, no long contracts. Sustainable, affordable, and built
around your needs.

' 4

World Menopause Day

What is your workplace doing for World Menopause Day?

Let us make it easy for you!

World Menopause Day 18th of October is a great opportunity to raise menopause
awareness within your organisation.

We are offering a free online Menopause Awareness talk 19th October 2-3pm.
Available to all business in Mid Sussex.


https://certamps.co.uk/

Mmicd SUSSEA /.:’/ ',‘:.x,,i.f:

Workplace Health

Fully funded local Wellbeing Team, promoting positive lifestyle changes.

Menopause Awareness
free online talk

In celebration of
World Menopause day
we invite your team to join our
online wellbeing talk.

Monday 19* October
2 -3pm

Enquire via QR code & we will
send you the link for your team

Wellbeing at Work

We offer a range of services to
support you and your staff to make
small, realistic changes to improve

over all health & wellbeing.
Including Wellbeing Talks & MOT's.
Free & delivered at your workplace.

Get in touch to find out more:
01444 47791

wellbeingamidsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk




Mid Sussex Wellbeing Workplace Health offers a range of services to support you and
your staff to make small, realistic changes to improve overall health & wellbeing.
Including Wellbeing MOT's & Wellbeing Talks. Free & delivered at your workplace.

Use our online referral form to register your interest and we will send you all information
& booking details for your team.
Wellbeing Support Request - Mid Sussex District Council

MORE INFORMATION

Why attend our talks? Our Talks are an opportunity for all who attend to have the
space to think about their health for a moment. By taking that time, you might discover
areas you want to work on or steps you want to take to lead a Healthier Lifestyle. The
talks are light and present advice for the general population. Where we can, we give
useful tools that you can use again. Talks are about 50/60 min. We also always offer
signposting for extra support for those who would like it, which can cover all areas that
lead to a healthier lifestyle.

Menopause Awareness

Our Menopause Talk explores what menopause is and why it's important to have open
conversations about it in the workplace. It is designed for those who may be directly
impacted, as well as anyone who wants to better support colleagues, friends, or family
members experiencing menopause.

During the session, we lead an open and informative discussion around common
menopause symptoms and their effects. We explore the role of hormones and share
practical ways to better understand and work with these changes.

We also discuss how to prepare for menopause and highlight positive lifestyle
adjustments that can support wellbeing during this transition.

All of our talks are grounded in current government guidelines and are designed for a
general audience.

Book now

If your team would like to attend our talk, please email me and I'll send the booking link.
Vivian Brennan (she/her)

Workplace Health & Wellbeing Advisor

Part-time in office Mon, Tue, Wed & Thur

Wellbeing Line: 01444 477191

Mobile: 07458064094

wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk

W . i i www.midsussex.gov.uk

MID SUSSEX

DISTRICT COUNCIL



https://online.midsussex.gov.uk/article/1107
mailto:wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk
https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/
https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/

September Networking

e Ridgeview Wine Estate
e Tuesday 29th September 5.30-7.30pm

Join us for a fascinating tour of the facilities and an exclusive wine tasting experience for
our members (strictly members-only for this one).

Book early to avoid disappointment, numbers will be restricted.

The Rows & Vine Restaurant

- For all enquiries: S /
Burgess Hl" richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk @4?//
BUSINESS PARKS ASSOCIA

‘11 07393728688 RIDGEVIEW

October Networking at HPC

Inside HPC: the operational hub of its Burgess Hill facility.
Mark Jackson will explain its transition to a 21st century business model.

About HPC
Trusted to deliver excellence, and always looking to extend this reputation, HPC
combines a fifty-year heritage with a belief in the future of British manufacturing.


https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/events/an-exclusive-members-only-event/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

Courtesy of our hosts
Light refreshments and bites will be
available to our guests

Parking

Additional parking space will be made
available in the rear operations yard.
Accessed from Consort Way.

Il iries: Compressed
Burgess Hill foaiemes . PG

BUSINESS PA ASSOCIATION 07393 728688

National Care Awards Finalists... again

Boutique Care Homes

We've been searching for the right words this week to describe how we are feeling and
simply ‘stunned’ fits well. Why? Well, Boutique Care Homes has been named a finalist for
Care Home Group of the Year (Small) at the National Care Awards 2026.

It's our fourth consecutive year as a Finalist on this shortlist having also been proud
winners of the category in 2023 and 2025.

Categories like this don't just check whether a home is safe and well run. Gk
They look at whether the people living there feel like they're actually living, FINALIST
not just being looked after. That's the same thing we've built Boutique

Care Mome Gn

Care Homes around since 2019, when we started as a small, family-run ot the ver (5l
group and grew into the five homes we are today.

We call it Life Enrichment: not just care. Life, thriving. It comes from the same idea we tell
every family who walks through our doors, that a good home should feel like a warm and
loving family where everyone feels at home.

If you've been weighing up one of our homes for someone
you love, this is worth knowing.

A \, 7S¢

Four years of national recognition in a group that's only
! been around since 2019 isn't down to one good year. It's

' what happens when that standard holds up, year after
year.

KEYM ER HALL 11 Kings Way, Burgess Hill, West Sussex, RH15 0TH

www.boutiquecarehomes.co.uk
BY BOUTIQUE CARE HOMES — ¢heak to the Team: 01444 225 993



https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/events/delivering-excellence/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
https://www.boutiquecarehomes.co.uk/landing/keymer-hall-care-home/?mh_matchtype=e&mh_keyword=keymer%20hall&mh_adgroupid=181306904809&mh_network=g&mh_campaignid=22487474155&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22487474155&gclid=CjwKCAjwiL7VBhA-EiwAhZi9ECGadwjX3D9rHYuZEVShNEHhQyMdabvrpRP8dppORmRIWEpG2KlpWhoCU8kQAvD_BwE
https://www.boutiquecarehomes.co.uk/

EMEA Finalists - IT Support

Sussex IT Service provider PS Tech named EMEA finalist in the “2026 MSP Titans of
the Industry Awards”

PS Tech has been named a finalist in the EMEA category of the 2026 MSP Titans of the
Industry Awards, an international awards programme recognising Managed Service
Providers that demonstrate an understanding of the needs and challenges of their
region, combining local expertise with technology solutions tailored to the businesses
they serve.

Based in Uckfield, UK, PS Tech takes a cyber security-first approach to managed IT,
providing support and advice to organisations across East and West Sussex.

The company helps businesses and organisations
keep their systems reliable, their data secure and
their teams productive, while ensuring technology
continues to support wider business goals.
2 FINALISTY
At the heart of PS Tech's approach is a focus on
r O delivering real business value, helping clients
Z grow, scale and get more from their technology,
6 with support from people who genuinely care
about the outcome. That people-first approach
was reflected in Paul Stanyer’s response to the
news:

“To be recognised as an EMEA finalist amongst so many outstanding MSPs is a fantastic
achievement. But more importantly, it is recognition of the hard work, dedication and
commitment our people show every day for our customers.”

PS Tech’s approach combines day-to-day IT support with longer-term technology
planning. The company works with organisations facing a range of technology
challenges, from reducing downtime and managing cyber risk to supporting growth,
compliance and mobile workforces.

The winners of the 2026 MSP Titans of the Industry Awards will be announced on 9
December 2026 at The Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, California.

For more information about PS Tech, visit pstechnology.co.uk
For more information about the awards please visit msptitansoftheindustry.com

'5{ Tech

YOUR IT EXPERTS

pstechnology.co.uk

01825 729635
3 Falmer Court, London Road Uckfield, TN22 THN
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Music & Fun...and fundraising

To all Burgess Hill Business Parks Association members:
We have an event to support our Charities & Schools Group

This high-profile evening of 'Music & Fun' will enable all members the chance to offer
some support by purchasing tickets, donating a raffle prize or auction item, collect
tokens and choose your preferred charity.

e Saturday 31st October: 7.00pm
e Hassocks Hotel

MUSIC & FUN

"MUSIC ROUND THE
L BUSINESS TABLE
v, ‘, jom us for a fantastic evening of
LIVE MUSIC, ENTERTAINMENT AND FUN,
featuring SPARKLING SINGERS, including:

SUSAN FLEET MBE - our local soprano

VICKI LEE - multi-talented musician from New Zealand
MATT COWLING - star and founder of Jumbo Ensemble
LUCA BRUGNOLI - award-winning vocalist

CHARLOTTE HODDELL « DARREN STREET + ALAN SEILER *« IRA THOMAS * MITCHELL HAWKINS

SATURDAY L £10

315T OCTOBER 57> SER PERSON

"~

700 PM ALL PROCEEDS WILL HELP
THE HASSOCKS HOTEL RAISE FUNDS FOR LOCAL CHARITIES

FOR TICKETS AND FURTHER INFORMATION:
W\ MICHAEL STRATFORD | =5 = ;
07837 916087 } ) stratfordmé9@gmail.com

N




Earn tokens:
Ticket sales per seat =1 token (Wheelchair users have a free ticket for their carer)

Raffle Prize = 2 tokens
Auction Item = 4 tokens
Sponsorship* including 10 tickets = 10 tokens

All proceeds will be based on the number of tokens
Contact : Michael Stratford 07837 916087
stratfordm69@gmail.com

Contact : Michael Stratford

s} 07837916087
Burgess H'I stratfordm69@gmail.com
BUSINESS PARKS ASSOCIATION
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Strong IT.
Stronger Business.

Let’s get you there.

MANAGED IT | CYBERSECURITY | TELECOMS

|

Celebrate Christmas at Mid Sussex Golf Club

BHBPA EXCLUSIVE

10% EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS APPLY TO ALL BOOKINGS MADE BEFORE 31ST OCTOBER 2026

SHARED CHRISTMAS 2 COURSE DINNER PARTY
NIGHTS

@ £45 PP BELOW

BHBPA EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT £40PP
SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER -

25% SOLD

SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER -

BOOKINGS AVAILABLE

SHARED CHRISTMAS BUFFET PARTY NIGHTS
@ £25 PP BELOW
BHBPA EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT £22.50PP

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER - .\A :

20% TICKETS SOLD g "

SATURDAY 19TH DECEMBER - =B
BOOKINGS AVAILABLE (RIS TM AS

Don't miss out on booking your Christmas Celebrations at Mid Sussex Golf Club...

Full details on Christmas at Mid Sussex Golf Club can be found by clicking the link below.
https://www.midsussexgolfclub.co.uk/christmas_2026



https://abcom.co.uk/
https://www.midsussexgolfclub.co.uk/christmas_2026

Get in touch
Whether you are a couple or a group of 100+,
please give Mike or Kirsty a call to discuss your
festive plans on 01273 841835

Mid /Sussex or email: admin@midsussexgolfclub.co.uk

. GOLF cLus

Content Creator Apprenticeship

Great content doesn't happen by chance - it takes skilled people who understand
how to engage audiences, tell compelling stories, and bring your brand to life.

At Rewards Training, our Level 3 Content Creator Apprenticeship helps employers
develop the creative talent needed to produce high-quality content across digital, social,
print, video and marketing channels. Apprentices learn how to plan, create and evaluate
content that supports business objectives while building meaningful connections with
customers.

Content Creator

Level 3. Apprenticeship

Whether you're looking to upskill an existing employee or bring new talent into your
organisation, this apprenticeship provides practical, workplace-focused training that
delivers immediate value to your business.

Why choose Rewards Training?

4 Experienced trainers with industry expertise

¥4 Flexible delivery designed around your business

¥4 Dedicated support for both apprentice and employer

4 Real-world learning that can be applied from day one

4 Access to Government apprenticeship funding opportunities

What apprentices will learn

Content planning and campaign development

Copywriting and storytelling techniques

Social media content creation

Video and multimedia production

Brand and audience engagement

Content performance measurement and analytics

Creating content that aligns with business goals and customer needs

Find out more & enrol today

0,0 ®
UL

o9 ® ° 01293 562651

(I g enquiries@rewardstraining.co.uk

[ X N B IK J

www.rewardstraining.co.uk
Rewards

Training Recruiiment Consultancy
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https://www.rewardstraining.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@rewardstraining.co.uk
https://www.rewardstraining.co.uk/
https://www.rewardstraining.co.uk/content-creator-apprenticeship-level?utm_source=Rewards+Training+Subscribers&utm_campaign=50644b0607-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_01_23_09_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65190a2181-1ca0e24c36-521756088

Funding News

£10 Million Hospitality Grant Scheme launches in boost for independent pubs,
restaurants and cafes

Village pubs, family-run restaurants, and cafés receive a boost as a new £10 million
three-year Hospitality Grant Scheme has launched for applications.

From:

Department for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade and Kate Dearden MP
Published: 2 September 2026

Skills & Recruitment

Youth Jobs Grant launched

DWP have launched a new employer incentive for recruiting young people aged 18-24
who have previously been claiming Universal Credit for 6 months. There is a £3000
payment to the employer which is paid over 6 month period - £1800 after 6 weeks of
employment and £1200 after week 18. LA's are eligible for the funding.

Find out More on .Gov Or contact: Careers West Sussex | Careers East Sussex

Sussex Skills 2026

Sussex & Brighton LSIP Report 2026-2029 and shaping the future workforce
Tuesday 13th October 2026

8.00am - 2.00pm

The Amex Stadium, Brighton

Free to attend | Buffet lunch included

Join employers, education providers, training organisations, local authorities,
policymakers and industry leaders from across Sussex for Sussex Skills 26, Sussex
Chamber's flagship annual conference dedicated to shaping the future of skills,
employment and workforce development across the region.

Find out more

Connect to Work
Funded by UK Government


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/10-million-hospitality-grant-scheme-launches-in-boost-for-independent-pubs-restaurants-and-cafes?crmLink=28
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-jobs-grant?crmLink=29
mailto:careers.Hub@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:careers@eastsussex.gov.uk
https://www.sussexchamberofcommerce.co.uk/events/ems-event-calendar/sussex-skills-26.html?crmLink=30

West Sussex - Connect to Work East Sussex - Connect to Work

Contact the Connect to Work West Connect to Work will support over 3000

Sussex team to learn more about the participants to find work. If you're

benefits of joining Connect to Work. looking for an efficient, inclusive and
cost-effective way to recruit, Connect to

Together, we can build more inclusive Work could be the solution.

workplaces and make a positive impact

in our community. Contact them by To access candidates or find out more,

emailing: simply email

connect-to-work@westsussex.gov.uk employersupport@eastsussex.gov.uk

Young Green Briton Challenge

At the Young Green Briton Challenge we have nearly doubled our impact in the
last academic year.

We are thrilled to share the Young Green Briton Challenge 2026 Impact Report with
you - in both full and bite-sized versions as we know how busy you are.

Over this last year, young people across the country stepped up to lead climate action
in their local communities. For the first time we ran three celebration events in
Newcastle, Manchester and London and we asked students to pitch their ideas live on
stage. We were inspired by their creativity and the calibre of their ideas - from wood
made from rice husks to wall mounted moss murals, from plastic free periods to
student-led food rescue, from bio bins to apps to encourage sustainable transport and
reduce littering.

A few headlines from our impact report:

e 80 diverse schools participated, reaching 13,234 students

e This included 11 special schools and two thirds of the schools had above average
levels of free school meals

e Students improved their understanding of climate change (+87%), got better at
problem solving and listening (+83%), teamwork (+81%) and feel more hopeful
(+79%)

e Following a successful pilot two schools are now linking YGBC to a Higher Project
Qualification (equivalent to half a GCSE)

e Over 60 expert volunteers supported students in creating and developing their
ideas

We also brought on board new partners who share our vision and values and want to
help us reach our goal of making the Young Green Briton Challenge available to all
students by 2035.

We really appreciate the support that the association has given us since the very start.
Best wishes,

Kat on behalf of team YGBC
Click Impact Report below to read the full report



mailto:connect-to-work@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:employersupport@eastsussex.gov.uk
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:eu:d2c7aa37-b049-4593-a2f9-8afc7c3f3491
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:d2c7aa37-b049-4593-a2f9-8afc7c3f3491

OUR PARTNERS

Partnership is at the heart of our business model and we work with some amazing partners to deliver our
programmes. We are currently seeking school partners and partnerships with other organisations that work for
and with children and young people. Please contact us to learn more
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We are currently seeking new school partners and other
organisations that work with and for children and young
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for all

If you would like to partner with us or learn more about
our work please email us on info@si4a.net

Downlands Business Breakfast

We are pleased to invite you to our Business Breakfast

This will be held on Tuesday 6th October, from 8:00am to 10:00am.
Please see the attached invitation for further details.


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:d2c7aa37-b049-4593-a2f9-8afc7c3f3491
https://www.si4a.net/
https://www.si4a.net/
mailto:info@si4a.net
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You are invited to our

Business
BREAKFAST

Tuesday 6th October, 8-10am

Join us for breakfast, meet local businesses and
grow your own professional network.
Downlands Community School, Dale Avenue,
Hassocks, BN6 S8LP.

Please RSVP to smilton@downlands.org
Please share with your friends and colleagues.

e

——

If you are able to attend, please complete
the Microsoft Form using the link below, or
alternatively email
smilton@downlands.org

Business Breakfast 6th October 2026 - Fill
in form

There is also an option on the form to
indicate whether you would be interested in
being considered as an external speaker.

This would provide an opportunity to
introduce your business and share your
experiences and insights from running a
business.

If you have any queries, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

We hope you will be able to join us on 6th
October.

Downlands Community School

RO C KS Dale Ave, Keymer, Hassocks BN6 8LP

Local Community Group Funding

Twelve Community Groups Benefit from £13,042 Funding Boost from Burgess Hill

Town Council

Burgess Hill Town Council has awarded a total of £13,062 to 12 local community groups
through its 2026/27 grants programme at its meeting on Tuesday 15 September 2026.
From safer sports equipment and improved facilities at the town's theatre to family
support groups, community radio and activities for older residents, a range of local
organisations will benefit from the latest round of Burgess Hill Town Council grants.


mailto:smilton@downlands.org
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=jziX2NK8nUK7PD_t6-BCsG2odN3UyCJMrne4200RgadUNzY1NkIzU0ZUQlE2UldMS1laN1A3WjJIWC4u&route=shorturl
https://www.downlands.w-sussex.sch.uk/
https://www.downlands.w-sussex.sch.uk/

Among those receiving funding was Burgess Hill
and District Probus Club which was awarded
£800. The club has around 44 members and
provides regular opportunities for retired
business people to meet, socialise and take part
in activities and trips. The group also highlighted
the importance of its social activities in helping
to reduce loneliness.

David Gee from Burgess Hill and District Probus
Club said:

\J “We are very grateful for the support, which will
Town Mayor Stuart Condie and Chair of help us continue providing soaaﬂl activities and
the Grants Committee, Matthew opportunities for our members.
Goldsmith, presented Summerhaven with
a £1,000 grant during the previous grants By rgess Hill Rugby Club received £960 towards
programme. The funding helped support " f Kli includi
the group’s running costs and annual equipment to support safer tackling, including
training day. tackle shields, with the funding also supporting
the development of the women’s game.

Burgess Hill Theatre Club was awarded £3,000 towards air conditioning for its theatre
and dressing room. The club explained that two performances has been cancelled
during periods of high temperatures earlier this year.

Family Outreach, The King's Church received £1,200 to support its family groups,
including Noah's Ark, Little Footsteps and the Baby Love initiative. More than 180
Burgess Hill families had attended its groups by the end of July 2026.

Mid Downs Radio received £1,000 towards replacing ageing equipment as the
volunteer-led station approaches its 50th anniversary. Mid Sussex Community Radio
was awarded £932 towards new equipment to support its community engagement and
coverage of local events. Mid Sussex Brass Band received £1,000 towards the cost of
transporting the band and its instruments when representing Burgess Hill through its
links with the town'’s twin town of Schmallenberg.

Burgess Hill Artists received £200, while Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity received
£500 and Time 4 Children received £750. Say Aphasia was awarded £2,000 to support
its sessions, providing a safe and supportive environment for members and an
opportunity for partners and carers to share ideas and take a break. Home-Start
CHAMS received £700 towards the running costs of its groups and supporting local
families. The group will provide early intervention with young children.

Councillor Matthew Goldsmith, chair of the Grants Committee said:

These grants support a really varied group of organisations, from sports clubs and
community groups to those providing support for families and older residents. It is
good to see the different ways local organisations are contributing to life in Burgess Hill
and the Town Council is delighted to help provide financial support.

Applications for the 2027/28 Grants Programme will open on 1 April 2027. Further
information about the grants programme and how to apply can be found on the
Burgess Hill Town Council website:
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/grants-for-community-groups/



https://www.downlands.w-sussex.sch.uk/
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/grants-for-community-groups/

- " Burgess Hill Town Council
Bu rg eSS H I For further information contact grants@burgesshill.gov.uk
Town Council Burgess Hill Town Council
01444 247726

www.burgesshill.gov.uk
96 Church Walk, Burgess Hill RH15 9AS

All Upcoming BHBPA Events

29th September Networking, Wine-tasting & Tour
5.30pm - 7.30pm Ridgeview

28th October HPC - Evening tour of one of Burgess Hill largest businesses
5.30pm - 7.30pm HPC

Please book our events on our website

Whether it's an online event, or a site tour at one of our members, or a networking event
at a venue. We need to know how many are attending. Spaces can sometimes be limited
and we are finding increased demand. So book early!

Closing Remarks

We are keen to hear your stories, awards won, apprenticeships completed, sustainability
improvements, your involvement with local schools and all and everything going on in
various business parks in and around the town.

Let's celebrate your successes and achievements!

Deadline for copy each week is Thursday noon.
Contact me directly - richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
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