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Weekly Newsletter - Every Friday Morning

Opening Remarks
The summer recess is upon us
This is the last newsletter until we start up again in September...
 

Double Yellow Lines 
Important reminder and an update on work being carried out this month.
 

Business Advice
Turn redundant IT equipment into a valuable social value asset. Make sure you're
protecting another asset - your IP and branding. Business advice service for small and
micro businesses. Some insight into how a Knowledge Transfer Partnership with a local
university can work. An overview of recruitment trends. A workshop on Nature Tourism
later next month.
 

Member News
The town Mayor has a charity evening he'd like to invite you to. An award lands
deservedly in Bolney. Twenty five years running a successful business needs to be
celebrated in style. Photo headshot trial sessions available.
 

Events
Our September event is hosted at a venue that always guarantees a big crowd.
Our October event will be an evening event, a site tour of one of Burgess Hill's longest
established engineering firms: HPC. It'll be on our event calendar next week.
Book Events. 
 

BHBiz26
Finalists announced!
Thursday 24th September will be an extraordinary night of celebration & community. It's
the story of your association and why it works.
 

Judges Introduced
We introduce our panel of esteemed, knowledgeable and independent judges.
 

Fundraising target to SMASH
We are now on the lookout for contributions to our Ra"e Prize Fund. We are looking to
sell an unprecedented number of tickets for this and generate a huge fundraising
total...with the right prizes we'll encourage some deep digging! Either contribute to the
fund or o"er something anyone would find hard to resist... an experience, a super
hamper, you get the idea.
 

Awards - Tickets now on sale
The big Gala Evening to celebrate what's great about Business in Mid Sussex
For full details visit our website: BHBiz26 
 

We open with a report on this week's event.
 

We introduce another new member. Become part of the most purpose driven business
group in Sussex: Join Here

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/
https://content.mailplus.nl/m2/links/bhbpa/txtp/aFeds
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bhbpa-events/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bh-biz-star-2026-awards/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bh-biz-star-2026-awards/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bh-biz-star-2026-awards/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/membership/


What a great evening!
A fantastic opportunity to meet up with many of our members
Some new faces and some of our longest standing members, including David Shore, who
established one of the town's largest employers, the manufacturer Time24. 

This year's Summer Event attracted over 50 guests

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/membership/
https://extechcloud.com/


A relaxed atmosphere  Serious discussions about AI implementation

As is my role, I flitted about from table to table, and encouraged others to do the
same, and hence, there was a lot of mingling and moving about, just the sort of vibe
we were looking to achieve.
 

No heavy selling, just great business conversations on all manner of topics. At one
there was an interesting discussion about using multiple AI agents to perform the
same task, and how the results are curiously di"erent.
 

At many of our events we'll have business presentations on hot topics led by experts
from our ranks. Our summer bash however is a straight forward business-social event
which continues to be extremely popular. Judging from the various one-to-ones
witnessed....it's also very e"ective networking.

The hog roasted pork was delicious Each table had interesting mixes of people

Once again, many thanks to Dee and Lance and their team at The Woolpack for
o"ering us quite the evening spread, all free for our members. The Woolpack is up for
contention at our awards next month, as Charity & Community Champion. In the
scheme of things, The Woolpack puts an awful lot into the local fabric of the town.

BHBPA enquiries:
07393 728688
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk


New Members this week

Utility Warehouse - Jon Shoebridge

Utility Warehouse - Jon Shoebridge
UW partner
It’s all too easy for people to be paying more than they should on essential household
services, such as energy, broadband, mobile and insurance. We all have better things
to do than to constantly shop around for the best deals, spending hours on hold to call
centres or waiting for a response to an enquiry form that never comes - so these
things drop down our priority list. 

Jon Shoebridge

That’s always been my experience anyway, so when I found a
good deal with a refreshingly personal customer journey, I had
to shout about it. And that’s exactly what I did after a Utility
Warehouse partner signed me up as a UW customer. 
 

I was so impressed by the experience, I became a UW partner
myself and I’ve not looked back as I continue to grow my
business.

I can save customers hundreds of pounds over a 30 minute phone call or face to face
appointment by reviewing their current services and contracts to see if they could save
by bundling some or all of these services together with UW. The deals and incentives I
can o"er ensure a saving will be made, which enables me to focus on providing a
genuinely positive, personal and friendly experience for my customers, removing the
stress that is so often associated with switching services. 
 

As a UW partner, I’m also able to work with individuals, charities and businesses,
o"ering commission on any signups with customers who have been referred to me by
recommendation. 
 

I believe in the value of local collaboration and community support, and that is why I
am excited to join the BHBPA and connect with its members. 

Tel. 07303 192611
Email. jon.shoebridge@uw.partners
Web: partner.uw.co.uk/partner/jonathan-shoebridge-ar0554

Parking Alert 
18th – 20th August - 6.30am start
REMINDER - Line painting contractors arriving across Victoria Business Park
 

Notices to Vacate
The association has been working closely with WSCC, Social Services and the Police to
manage the upheaval of the lives of those living on the business park. 
 

Those living in vehicles across the business park have been engaged with and
informed of the need to move on. Some have complex needs. We have been very
attentive to making sure we have given them as much forewarning as possible. That
began earlier this week and WSCC o#cers will continue to visit the site over the next
couple of weeks, keeping the messaging clear. We have recourse also to additional

https://partner.uw.co.uk/partner/jonathan-shoebridge-ar0554
https://partner.uw.co.uk/partner/jonathan-shoebridge-ar0554
https://partner.uw.co.uk/partner/jonathan-shoebridge-ar0554


couple of weeks, keeping the messaging clear. We have recourse also to additional
measures, such as Possession Orders but we are not expecting these will be needed.
We have been informed that almost all have accepted that they will have to move on. 
 

Contingency plans for vehicles that are currently immobile have also been made and
form part of the measures the association has been putting into place to allow the line
painting contractors access.
 

Specifically, those parked up along the large section of Charles Avenue in front of the
old Continental Tyre premises will be moved on. This stretch, pictured below, will have
double yellow lines on both sides. These connect with lines already in place that begin
in front of the Roche Diagnostics building. Those lines also continue into Edwards Way.
 

No-parking zone
For too many years this important access route into the business park has been
reduced to one lane tra#c. It is a known accident hotspot. That is about to change.

This was the scene at 2.00pm on Thursday, seven vehicles that we classify as overnighters

Please check the sites on a#ected roads - parked vehicles MUST be cleared
Double yellow lines across 10 sites. The a#ected roads:



Victoria Way - Two sections: Aureo entrance +
in front of Wellesley
Victoria Road - Two short sections: opposite
Paper Plus + Knowles Walk
Albert Drive - one section either side the
Courier Express goods yard (which is the
'Magpie' building)
Consort Way - Two sections: HPC entrance +
the corner opposite Consort Frozen Foods
Jubilee Road - Two sections: MexMast
entrance + opposite the NHS Maintenance
entrance
Charles Avenue - Two sections: The entrances
to the Boeing and Tesco goods yard  (both
sides) + along frontage of old premises of
Collins Aerospace and Continental Tyre (both
sides)
Edwards Way - One section: The initial
entrance to this road before the entrances to
the old Collins Aerospace and ILG sites.

BHBPA enquiries:
07393 728688
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

Finalists Announced
BHBiz26
Finalists for this year's awards:
We'll be in touch with all our finalists next week. You'll be getting finalists logos - please
use these where ever you wish, for example as part of your email signatures. Don't be
shy about it on social media! 
 

We'll also be asking you to buy a ticket (or two) and to have a few words ready...just in
case our sponsors open an envelope and read your name!

Best Business 
Sponsored by Mayo Wynne Baxter 

Bennett Oakley
BSE|3D
PVL
UK Growth Coach

Bright Star 
Sponsored by Travail Employment Group

mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk


Andrew Haimdas, Jonathan Lea Network
Debbie Smith, Atlas Copco (Edwards)
Emily Jones, Tech-Takeback
Harriet Morphew, BSE|3D
Ree Khan, Rose Media Group
Tommy Jones, Phoenix Media & Marketing

Charity & Community Champion 
Sponsored by LB Enclosures

Abcom
Burgess Hill & District Pantry
BSE|3D
Deb West - Safe in Sussex
Lee Andrews - Mid Sussex Golf Club
Mike Oliver - Mike Oliver Associates
Tech Take-Back
The Woolpack

Ethical Business Star
Sponsored by Galloways Accounting

Amanda Anstee Editing & Proofreading
PVL
Strategic Management Partners
Tech Take-Back

 

Excellence in Leadership
Sponsored by Brandon Harris - EOS

Delta Security Management
Phoenix Media & Marketing
Base Insurance Brokers
BSE|3D
PVL

Future Talent & Skills Champion
Sponsored by Burgess Hill Girls

BSE|3D
Woodlands Meed Assisted Internship Programme
Young Green Briton Challenge



Green Champion
Sponsored by Auditel

Abcom
Adelphi Group of Companies
BSE|3D
Ridgeview
Spirit of the Downs

 

Micro Business Star
Sponsored by Mid Sussex District Council

Amanda Anstee Editing & Proofreading
Deep Insight
Remarkabull Marketing
Resilience Continuity Consulting
Rose Media Group
Strategic Management Partners
Travail Employment Group
Uckfield Logistics Training Services
UK Growth Coach
The Zen Den Mortgages & Protection

Shooting Star
Sponsored by UK Growth Coach

Phoenix Media & Marketing
PVL
Remarkabull Marketing
Social Innovation 4 All

Team of Stars
Sponsored by Burgess Hill Town Football Club

Bennett Oakley
EBISS
Jonathan Lea Network
Pangdean Barn
Phoenix Media & Marketing
Travail Employment Group



Winning Workplace
Sponsored by Thomas Mansfield Employment Law

Bennett Oakley
PVL
Travail Employment Group

Congratulations! You're a finalist
Well done, you'll now have to come and see if you're a winner!
At our gala evening later next month we'll have Alison Bennett MP as our special guest.
 

An extraordinary event to celebrate the exceptional
Pangdean Barn on Thursday 24th September from 6.00pm until Midnight
 

A sparkling reception of drinks and canapes, sponsored by the Ridgeview Wine Estate,
accompanied by a delightful programme of unobtrusive entertainment before the call to
dinner.

Just desserts...

We'll be treated to the culinary
marvels of one of the county's
top kitchens, overseen by Nikky
Currie and her squad, using
locally sourced produce of the
highest quality. 
 

Our guests can expect
superlative attention to detail,
e"ortlessly and discretely served
by a well-honed front of house
team.

Two further courses will be
o"ered with a variety of
options to suit all dietary
requirements. There is a great
selection of fine wines and all
manner of other drinks
available to pre-order for your
tables. To cap all that o"...one
of the finest cheese selections
you'll ever encounter...
 

Many thanks to our sponsors
We've been able to keep our
ticket prices at the same 2024
rates!

Single tickets: £85.00
Table of ten: £750.00

We expect 180 guests in this glorious barn

https://www.pangdean.com/
https://www.ridgeview.co.uk/
https://www.pangdean.com/nikky-currie-pangdean-owner


Everybody is welcome
All members are welcome, even those of you who've not actually entered into our
awards. Be part of something special.
 

We'll manage all your dietary requirements, drinks orders, seating arrangements and
any other special provisions.
 

Please make these clear on our ticketing form (see link below)

Unforgettable Memories
Pangdean Barn, Pyecombe, Brighton BN45 7FN

Complete our ticketing form here

You'll then receive an invoice from us
Card Payments Available

Meet our Judges
Our awards benefit greatly from the independence of our judging processes
We thank all of them for their valuable time, reviewing each entry and interviewing and
visiting businesses where necessary.

Prof. David Greenfield: Green Champion

David is a dynamic force in driving global sustainability through his multifaceted roles in
the circular economy landscape.

David is Programme Director for the
UK elements of United Circles, a
pan-European project, Circular
South East, a pathfinder hub for
industrial urban symbiosis, and
Circuit4EU, a robotic critical raw
material recovery project from end
of life electricals.
 

Since 2018, he has been the Vice
President of the Circular Economy
Institute (CEI), where his dedication
has fuelled impactful initiatives on a
global scale.  Prof. David Greenfield

https://www.pangdean.com/
https://forms.office.com/e/NVfdjCNPc2


During 2025 and 2026, he was President of CIWM, the UK membership body for waste
and resource professionals.
 

Recognized for his expertise, David was appointed Professor of Circular Economy at the
University of Brighton in 2021, where he collaborates with academia to integrate circular
principles into the educational landscape. In 2024 David appointed as one 15 members
of the Government Circular Economy Taskforce to support the government in creating a
circular economy strategy for England.

Julie Holden: Charity & Community Champion, Team of Stars

Julie Holden - CEO
Burgess Hill Town Council

Julie has a background in local Government of nearly 40 years.
  She has worked for Principal Councils since 1988 and since
2011 for more local Town Councils, joining Burgess Hill, her
home town council in 2024.   
 

Her working life has included contributions as a Government
advisor in Welfare Benefits, giving evidence to parliamentary
select committees on Local Taxation, Benefit and
Neighbourhood Planning issues,  serving as a judge on a
national industry standard awards panel (Institute of
Revenues Rating and Valuation) and acting as a judge for the
Rotary Youth Speaks competitions since 2012.   

Julie served as the President of the Institute of Revenues Rating and Valuation in 2008/9
and is currently President Elect for the Society of Local Council Clerks.   She is qualified
with a Foundation Degree in Community Governance, Honours membership with the
IRRV and an Executive Diploma in Management Studies.   She is currently in her final year
studying through DeMontfort University to convert her foundation degree to a BA.  

Keith Pordum: Best Business, Micro Business Star, Shooting Star

After 16 years as a senior banker I started and ran three food companies in the 32 years
up to 2022, when I retired. 

My first food business in 1995 served the UK domestic market 
and was listed on the AIM stock exchange. My last food
business, trading as Bon Appetit, provided hot food vending to
clients including the NHS, Nestle, GKN, Rolls Royce, Amazon,
Honda and Virgin.
 

I was Chair of the Gatwick Diamond Business Association (GDB)
from 2008 to 2010,a director of the GDB from 2008 to 2015, and
Vice Chair of the Manor Royal Business Improvement District
Ltd from 2014 to 2021. I won ‘Business Person of the Year’
Award at the 2015 Gatwick Diamond Business Awards.

Keith Pordum

https://www.pangdean.com/


David Shore: Ethical Business Star, Winning Workplace
David is Founder and Director of Time 24 Ltd, now AQ Time 24. Time 24 are an Electronic
Contract Manufacturer employing 230 Sta" at sites in Burgess Hill and the Czech
Republic. 

David Shore

David sat on the CBI UK Manufacturing Council for nine years and
he sits on the Regional Board of Make UK. He has also been
Charman of the Sussex Chamber Manufacturing Forum for eight
years. For 25 years he has also sat on the Landau Forte Multi
Academy Trust Board.
 

David was involved in the inception of the BHBPA in 2003 and still
currently sits on their Board. Time 24 were acquired by Swedish
PLC the AQ Group in May of this year.

Susan Fleet: Bright Star, Future Talent & Skills Champion
This year Susan chairs our panel of judges

Susan was previously the MD of Lea Graham Associates, a
PR and entertainment company she founded in 1986.
Around that time, she joined the Burgess Hill Industrial
Group, a very far cry from today’s BHBPA.
 

She has brought much experience to the organising
committee from her prior involvement in 2017, 2019 &
2024. Susan believes the BHBiz Awards represent a
wonderful showcase for the Association and its members.

Susan Fleet

Are you a finalist? You need to buy a ticket!
Thursday 24th September
Pangdean Barn, Pyecombe, Brighton BN45 7FN

Ticket Booking Form - CLICK HERE

https://www.pangdean.com/
https://www.pangdean.com/
https://www.pangdean.com/
https://forms.office.com/e/NVfdjCNPc2


September Networking

Ridgeview Wine Estate
Tuesday 29th September 5.30-7.30pm

Join us for a fascinating tour of the facilities and an exclusive wine tasting experience for
our members (strictly members-only for this one).
 

Book early to avoid disappointment, numbers will be restricted.

The Rows & Vine Restaurant

Book the Ridgeview Event here

For all enquiries:
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
07393 728688

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/events/an-exclusive-members-only-event/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk


Charity Fundraising 
We are looking to blow the roof o# of our fundraising this year at BHBiz26
We are looking to bring together an amazing collection of ra$e prizes  to encourage
our guests to dig deep in support of St Peter & St James Hospice.
 

Crowdfunder contributions to the Gala Prize Draw will be accepted.
It's not yet LIVE but you'll find it under BHBiz26 Ra"e Prize Fund
We will acknowledge all those who participate this way.
 

Alternatively, you can tell us in advance of what you'd like to put forward as a prize.
Already one of our members have put forward a fabulous prize that will be won by
someone:

Tottington Manor 
An overnight stay in a superior room with breakfast - Worth over £200

For all enquiries:
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
07393 728688

Social Value Generator
Tech-Takeback Foundation down to its last three laptops as applications for
devices surge
 

Tech-Takeback Foundation, a digital inclusion charity, has issued an urgent appeal for
donated laptops and phones after its device stock fell to just three laptops, while
applications for support have surged to 174 in the past week alone.

The charity refurbishes donated devices and
redistributes them free of charge to people
facing digital exclusion in Sussex and
London; including those looking for work,
managing health conditions, supporting
children's education, or simply trying to stay
connected.
 

Since launching, it has verified over £9.6
million in social value delivered through
device reuse.
 

The Foundation is calling on local
businesses and residents to donate working
laptops and phones. 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
https://tottingtonmanor.co.uk/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk


All devices are securely wiped, with
certified data erasure available on
request, and the charity can arrange
collection for business donations of any
size.
 

Jodi Harford, Founder of Tech-Takeback
Foundation, said, “This week alone, we’ve
had applications from people who are
homeless, parents whose children face
detention after detention because they
can’t complete their online homework,
people battling life-changing illness,
people who are elderly and isolated… we
don’t want to have to choose who we
help. Your unwanted business tech could
mean we don’t have to.”

Drop o# your kit
Devices can be dropped o" at 201 Portland Road, Hove, BN3 5JA on Mondays between
12pm and 4pm, or businesses can arrange collection by emailing
hello@techtakebackfoundation.org.uk

www.techtakeback.com

Who owns your brand?
Intellectual Property Patent Grants fall
The latest figures released by the UK Intellectual Property O#ce (IPO) show significant
changes in applications and approvals. Annual Patent applications have increased to
22,701 but patent approvals have fallen significantly to just 5522. This is the lowest
proportional approval rate, under 25%, for several years.

Clive Bonny speaking at our January event

Annual UK Trademark applications have
increased to 203,194 with 177,093 being
approved, an approval rate of 87%.
Design applications also increased to
79,542 with an annual approval rate of
93%.
 

Brighton based IP advisor Clive Bonny MD
at Strategic Management Partners
comments “Behind these figures are
important trends for all entrepreneurs
and innovators. 

mailto:hello@techtakebackfoundation.org.uk
https://www.techtakeback.com/
https://www.techtakeback.com/


Patent applications from UK based domestic applicants have increased 39% whilst
international applicants have fallen.
 

High patenting costs, often over £10000, with 75% failure rates suggest UK based
innovators need to explore other protection routes such a trade secrecy. UK PLC
cannot a"ord to lose valuable IP at birth.
 

Both trademark and design protection increases show healthy signs, especially as
infringement costs are rising with Ai scooping and sharing unprotected IP. IPO fees
remain very a"ordable with £205 for a trademark lasting 10 years and just £60 for a
registered design. However 26000 rejected trademark applications suggest an
increase in applicants failing to use a professionally qualified advisor, losing
application fees and seeing their applications sent to existing registered owners for
possible infringement actions.
 

Clive adds “A qualified IP advisor should always o"er a free opinion on applications
risks and include a full search of similar registered and unregistered branding online.”
 

Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/facts-and-figures-patents-trade-marks-designs-
and-hearings-2025/facts-and-figures-patents-trade-marks-designs-and-hearings-2025

consult-smp.com
07973 799153
Clive@consult-smp.com 

Charity Fundraising Evening
Wine & Dine Night with Burgess Hill Town Mayor
Join Town Mayor Stuart Condie on Wednesday 7th October for a delightful evening of
fine wine, delicious food, and fundraising in support of his chosen charity, BHT Sussex. 
 

Hosted by Boutique Care Homes at the beautiful Keymer Hall, guests will enjoy a relaxed
and sociable evening while helping to make a di"erence in the local community. Arrival is
from 6:15pm. 
 

Tickets include:

A glass of sparkling wine and amuse bouche on arrival
A guided tasting of four wines from Harveys of Lewes, with a short introduction to
each wine and insights into its tasting notes, production and heritage. 
Half a bottle of wine per person with the meal
Main course of Chicken Marsala or Mushroom Pithivier
Trio of mini desserts

Tickets are £39.95 (plus booking fee) and can be booked via
ticketsource.com/burgesshilltowncouncil or at the Help Point by calling 01444 247726
or in person at 96 Church Walk.
 

Spaces are limited, so don’t miss out and book a space now!
 

40% of the ticket price will be shared directly with the Mayor’s chosen charity, BHT
Sussex. As well as funds raised from the ra$e on the night.
 

For more information please head to our website: Wine & Dine with Burgess Hill Town
Mayor - Burgess Hill Town Council

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/facts-and-figures-patents-trade-marks-designs-and-hearings-2025/facts-and-figures-patents-trade-marks-designs-and-hearings-2025
https://consult-smp.com/
https://www.ticketsource.com/burgesshilltowncouncil
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/noticeboard/wine-dine-with-burgess-hill-town-mayor/


Book your place here

Freshmill Events
Business Advisor Day
3rd September 9.30am-3.00pm
Business Advisor Luke Brice from The West Sussex Growth Hub will be joining us for the
day o"ering free 1-1 business support sessions.

https://www.ticketsource.com/burgesshilltowncouncil
https://abcom.co.uk/


Luke Brice

Luke has had a lengthy career in business.  Having
successfully grown and sold two companies of his own,
he is driven by a desire to simplify life for business
owners and customers alike. His focus has always been
on innovation and problem-solving; whether it is
identifying growth obstacles, optimising operations, or
scaling businesses e#ciently.
 

It is the perfect opportunity to gain advice on tackling
your challenges, exploring new growth ideas or planning
your next big move. 

Membership to Freshmill not a requirement when making your booking.  
To secure yourself an appointment, please click on the link below:
FREE 121 Business Support Sessions at Freshmill Tickets, Multiple dates |
Eventbrite

Professional Headshot Day with Alex Rickard
25th September 9.00am- 5.00pm
With the children returning to school and new beginnings in the air, perhaps now is the
time to refresh your professional image with a free 20-minute headshot session with
Alex Rickard Photography. Whether you’re updating your LinkedIn profile, website, or
marketing materials, this is a relaxed and e#cient way to get high-quality, professional
images.

Alex Rickard

Each session includes a variety of shots, including studio
shots taken on a grey background and environmental
headshots around the o#ce, depending on available
space on the day.
 

There’s no session fee – just purchase the images you
love afterwards at £75 per digital file.  No minimum
order.
 

Sessions are limited and must be booked in advance
Book your slot here:
https://www.alexrickardphotography.com/profession
al-headshots/

info@freshmill.co.uk
www.freshmill.co.uk
01444 224400
Delta House, 16 Bridge Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1UA

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/free-121-business-support-sessions-at-freshmill-tickets-1992807257151?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.alexrickardphotography.com/professional-headshots/
https://www.freshmill.co.uk/
mailto:info@freshmill.co.uk
https://www.freshmill.co.uk/


Nature Tourism
Nature tourism workshop, Tuesday 29th September
Experience Sussex is delivering a new nature tourism workshop in partnership with
Experience Wild and hosted by Tottington Manor.
 

The workshop will help businesses create engaging, experience-led o"ers without
needing to be nature experts. Through a practical half-day workshop, participants
explore how to use the five senses - sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch - to create more
meaningful and memorable customer experiences.
 

This approach can be applied across a wide range of tourism sectors, including
adventure, gastronomy, wellness, sport, hospitality, and agri-tourism. Whether
developing a new concept or evolving an existing o"er, participants will gain a structured
yet creative framework for designing experiences that connect emotionally and stand
out in a competitive market.
 

Ideal for tourism businesses, heritage institutions, hospitality providers, wellness
practitioners, farms, estates, and destination managers, these workshops break down
the key elements of a successful outdoor or place-based experience — even for
organisations that don’t see themselves as “nature-focused”.
 

Participants will learn how to strengthen customer engagement, create more marketable
experiences, and design moments that visitors remember by focusing on how people
feel, not simply what is being o"ered.
 

Sign up here: Experience Wild - Nature Tourism Workshop West Sussex Tickets,
Tuesday, September 29  •  9:30 AM - 1 PM | Eventbrite

https://tottingtonmanor.co.uk/https://tottingtonmanor.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/experience-wild-nature-tourism-workshop-west-sussex-tickets-1991918683403?aff=oddtdtcreator&crmLink=18


Award winning Agri-Business
We're celebrating our 16th international award.
Our Moreish Morello Cherry Brandy Liqueur has been awarded a Great Taste Award
2026, with judges praising its "fragrant, rich, ripe cherries," "authentic cherry flavour with
a gentle hint of almond," and "well-rounded" finish.

Come and taste our latest award winner! 
Join one of our Distillery Tours every Saturday at 1pm or 3pm, where
you'll sample our award-winning range and discover how we create
our unique Sussex spirits.
 

Sounds at the Distillery
Or make an afternoon of it at Sounds at the Distillery on Saturday 29th
August, 1pm–5pm enjoy award-winning drinks, live DJs, and delicious
Indian street food while celebrating with us.

spiritofthedowns.co.uk
For trade enquiries, please contact us 01444 523278 or email
hello@spiritofthedowns.co.uk
Unit 3, Bookers Vineyard, Foxhole Ln, Bolney, Haywards Heath RH17 5NB

Knowledge Transfer Partnership

https://spiritofthedowns.co.uk/
https://spiritofthedowns.co.uk/
mailto:hello@spiritofthedowns.co.uk


Early Intervention Research at the University of Chichester is Delivering
Results for Families
Six months into a UK Research and Innovation-funded Knowledge Transfer Partnership
(KTP) with Dame Vera Lynn Children's Charity (DVLCC), researchers at the University of
Chichester have already produced findings that strengthen the case for holistic, family-
centred early intervention for children under six with neuromotor disabilities.
 

The partnership places a university researcher, George Horne, directly within the DVLCC
team, ensuring the research remains firmly grounded in the real experiences of the
children and families the charity supports.

Glenys Creese - CEO of DVLCC

Glenys Creese, Chief Executive of Dame Vera Lynn
Children's Charity, said: “For 25 years, we have believed
that early intervention has the power to transform
children's lives, but we have always wanted to back that
belief with robust evidence. This partnership with the
University of Chichester is helping us demonstrate not
only the remarkable progress children can make, but also
the profound impact our holistic approach has on the
whole family. We hope these findings will help shape
future services so that more families can access the early
support they need to give their children the very best start
in life.”



One of the partnership's first outputs was a rapid review of the scientific literature, which
confirmed that holistic, individually tailored early intervention produces better outcomes
than single-discipline approaches. The review also highlighted the lack of long-term, real-
world evidence in this area, helping to shape the direction of the research that followed.
 

Drawing on eight years of anonymised service data from 111 children who had
completed the DVLCC programme, the team produced a report demonstrating very large
improvements across gross motor function, communication, social skills, self-care and
emotional wellbeing. These gains remained statistically significant even after accounting
for age and development.
 

Alongside this, researchers analysed ten years of parent testimonies, revealing
consistent themes of families arriving at the charity feeling isolated and unsupported
before experiencing renewed hope, stronger family relationships and children exceeding
the expectations set for them.
 

George Horne, KTP Associate at Dame Vera Lynn Children's Charity, said: "Our initial
research findings are only confirming what I have seen while based at the charity over
the last 8 months. The strength and communication gains that children achieve shatter
parents expectations; and the parents themselves are better supported emotionally and
instrumentally by the DVLCC team and other parents at the centre with shared
experiences. I have no doubt our ongoing projects will continue to highlight the benefits
of early intervention to support young children and their families."
 

With the majority of the quantitative data collection now complete for the first stage of
the project, the KTP team is recruiting families to take part in the next phase of research,
which will focus on parents' and caregivers' experiences of seeking and receiving early
intervention services through the NHS and wider public sector.
 

George is particularly interested in hearing from parents and caregivers of children
under six with gross motor learning impairments, including cerebral palsy and rare
genetic conditions such as Angelman syndrome, Down syndrome and Rett syndrome. By
capturing these lived experiences, the team hopes to identify opportunities to improve
access to early intervention services and strengthen support for families across the UK.
 

If you are interested in sharing your experience (anonymously), please contact George
on George.horne@dvlcc.org.uk 

Amalia Lovett
Head of Fundraising and Marketing
T: 01444 473274 M: 07825 919363
Amalia.Lovett@dvlcc.org.uk
www.DVLCC.org.uk

Great People 
Why Great People Matter More Than Ever
The UK recruitment market has changed significantly over the past 18 months. While
businesses are still recruiting, hiring decisions are taking longer, budgets are under
greater scrutiny and employers are placing even more importance on finding the right
person the first time. 
 

For local businesses, this presents both a challenge and an opportunity.

mailto:George.horne@dvlcc.org.uk
https://www.dvlcc.org.uk/
mailto:Amalia.Lovett@dvlcc.org.uk
https://www.dvlcc.org.uk/


The most successful companies aren't necessarily those
recruiting the fastest, but those taking a strategic approach
to attracting and retaining great people.
 

Whether it's investing in employer branding, o"ering
flexibility or creating clear progression opportunities,
businesses that stand out are continuing to secure top
talent despite a competitive market.

At Placr Recruitment, we've also seen a shift towards
specialist recruitment. Employers are looking for
recruitment partners who genuinely understand their
industry, culture and technical requirements, rather than
simply forwarding CVs. 

That's why we specialise in Engineering & Technical, Manufacturing, Supply Chain, IT &
Telecoms, Finance & Financial Services, Property, Sales & Marketing, O#ce Support
and Construction, delivering tailored recruitment solutions that focus on quality over
quantity.
 

As proud members of the Burgess Hill Business Parks Association, we're passionate
about supporting local businesses and building long-term relationships within our
community. Whether you're planning for growth, replacing a key team member or
simply keeping an eye on the market, we're always happy to share insight, salary
benchmarking and recruitment advice with no obligation.

Let's Grab a Co#ee
Whether you're recruiting now, planning for future growth or simply want to discuss
the current recruitment market, I'd love to meet.

Scan the QR code to book a complimentary, no-obligation meeting.
 

After all, great businesses are built by great people—and we're here to help you find
them.

placrrecruitment.co.uk
0333 772 3787
contact@placrrecruitment.co.uk

A Community Champion
Mike Oliver Associates Celebrates 25 Years of Supporting Clients and the
Community
 

Award-winning Haywards Heath-based financial planning firm Mike Oliver Associates
(MOA) celebrated its 25th anniversary in style last week, bringing together clients, friends
and family for an evening of live music, dancing and celebration.

https://placrrecruitment.co.uk/
https://placrrecruitment.co.uk/
mailto:contact@placrrecruitment.co.uk
mailto:contact@placrrecruitment.co.uk


Mike Oliver in party mode

More than 60 guests attended the milestone event at
The Pink Flamingo in Haywards Heath to celebrate the
firm's quarter-century of providing trusted financial
advice and supporting the local community.
 

Guest of honour, Cllr Duncan Pascoe, Mayor of
Haywards Heath, congratulated the firm on its
achievement and paid tribute to its longstanding
charitable work.
 

He said: “I am delighted to be part of Mike Oliver’s silver
anniversary celebrations, especially as he has been a
dedicated charity champion in our community for many
years.”

Guests were welcomed by Mike Oliver and Thomas Pink, Head of Wealth Management
at MOA, who thanked clients, colleagues, friends and family for their continued
support and for playing such an important part in the firm's success over the past 25
years.
 

The celebration was expertly coordinated by Stephanie Carter, whose meticulous
planning ensured the evening ran seamlessly and provided guests with a memorable
experience.
 

Mike Oliver, founder of MOA and a specialist in later-life financial planning, also
showcased another of his passions by performing alongside his friend and fellow
musician, Cylvian Flynn. Together they entertained guests with a lively set of classic
rock favourites, creating a vibrant atmosphere that kept the celebrations going
throughout the evening.
 

Reflecting on the milestone, Mike Oliver said: “Reaching 25 years in business is
something I'm incredibly proud of, especially the relationship with our small, tight-knit
team. It has been a privilege to support so many individuals and families over the
years, and we are deeply grateful for the trust our clients have placed in us.
Celebrating this anniversary with clients, colleagues, friends and family made the
occasion truly special.”
 

Over the past 25 years, Mike Oliver Associates has earned a reputation for providing
expert, personal financial advice while remaining firmly committed to supporting local
charities and community initiatives. Looking ahead, the firm remains focused on
helping clients achieve financial confidence and security while continuing to make a
positive contribution to the community it has proudly served for a quarter of a
century.

moaifa.co.uk
01444 449222
advice@moaifa.co.uk
Spencer House, Mill Green Business Park, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1XQ

https://moaifa.co.uk/
https://moaifa.co.uk/
mailto:advice@moaifa.co.uk


All Upcoming BHBPA Events
24th September
5.30pm - Midnight 

BHBiz - Awards Gala Evening 
Pangdean Barn

29th September
5.30pm - 7.30pm 

Wine-tasting & Tour 
Ridgeview

Please book our events on our website
Whether it's an online event, or a site tour at one of our members, or a networking event
at a venue. We need to know how many are attending. Spaces can sometimes be limited
and we are finding increased demand. So book early!

Book all Events - CLICK HERE 

Closing Remarks
We are keen to hear your stories, awards won, apprenticeships completed, sustainability
improvements, your involvement with local schools and all and everything going on in
various business parks in and around the town.
 

Let's celebrate your successes and achievements!
 

Deadline for copy each week is Thursday noon.
Contact me directly - richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
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