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Weekly Newsletter - Every Friday Morning

Opening Remarks
Local Access & Connectivity Plans - Final day for submissions
You have until 5.00pm today to submit your views online about the plans WSCC has for
the Victoria Business Park. Let's make business perspectives clear.
 

Local Government Reorganisation
Have your say, we outline the four main proposals being considered.
 

Business Advice
Plenty of advice and seminars and grant information from a variety of sources, including
the WSCC Growth Hub. Guidance on moving your IT systems to the cloud. A look at how
AI is being harnessed to manage energy costs.
 

Local Business News
The Christmas market is something to take pride in for the town centre. Local charities
make seasonal requests with added oomph added to your donations. Volunteers
needed for Christmas tree recycling. A request from one of our newest members to
recycle IT equipment. The town council o"ers an opportunity for community groups to
apply for funding.
 

BHBiz26 - Our Biennial Awards
We introduce another of our sponsors. Get in touch now to find out more about what
remaining categories are available. We'll have a fabulous awards evening in September
2026 at Pangdean Barn. In this week's issue they announce an early Valentine's Day
o"er.
 

Events 
Our Christmas event combines some fun fundraising. We announce a second January
event, this being held in the evening. Book your places on our website: Book Events 
 

For all enquiries on everything BHBPA:
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
07393 728688
 

Become part of the most purpose driven business group in Sussex: Join Here

Ethics in Business - January Networking Event
It's good business to do business well

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/
https://content.mailplus.nl/m2/links/bhbpa/txtp/aFeds
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bhbpa-events/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/membership/
https://abcom.co.uk/


It's good business to do business well
We look at a variety of ways in which the way you do business ethnically can be
recognised. We'll be reviewing:
 

The Good Business Charter
97% of people believe businesses should act responsibly and 89% are prepared to
switch where they shop based on ethical conduct, there’s never been a better time to
show customers, clients and communities that you’re doing business the right way.
 

Organisation for Responsible Business
Since 2010, ORB has been a voice for small businesses, encouraging them to lead with
their values, and succeed. Joining our thriving membership movement gives you a
support system that truly cares.
 

And for those small businesses looking for robust certification options to suit their
small business, ORB also has the solution.
 

B Corporation Movement
Certified B Corporations, or B Corps, are companies verified by B Lab to meet high
standards of social and environmental performance, transparency and accountability.

Our hosts
We'd like to thank Burgess Hill Girls for
hosting our evening event in January.
 

There will be some light refreshments for
our guests.

Our speakers

The Good Business Charter (BHBPA is GBC accredited) - Richard Cox will give a
short summary of the accreditation process
Organisation for Responsible Business (ORB) - We'll have Clive Bonny of Strategic
Management Partners and an ORB member explaining more
B-Corp - Rebecca Louis, the Responsible Business Lead at B-Corp accredited Mayo
Wynne Baxter will explain what it means for their business

Ethics in Business - Book your place here

Contact
Richard Cox - CEO
07393 728688
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

The Power of AI
HSEnergy Highlights the Power of AI for Landowners at CLA Conference
HSEnergy, a growing business based at the park, was recently invited by the CLA to join a
panel exploring how landowners can reduce costs and unlock new income opportunities.
Representing the company, Paul Gregory shared practical insights into how AI-driven
optimisation is transforming the way landowners manage energy.

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/events/ethics-in-business-january-networking-event/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
https://www.cla.org.uk/


Paul Gregory 

Representing the company, Paul Gregory shared practical
insights into how AI-driven optimisation is transforming the way
landowners manage energy.
 

Paul explained how AI can analyse usage patterns, predict
demand, and automatically optimise solar and battery systems
to deliver maximum e#ciency. By using smart forecasting and
real-time adjustments, AI helps landowners cut operating costs,
increase energy reliability, and generate stronger returns from
their assets.

He also highlighted how these tools enable landowners to make
informed, data-driven decisions, creating long-term financial
and environmental benefits.
 

The invitation to speak reflects HSEnergy’ s growing reputation
for innovation and its commitment to helping landowners
embrace cleaner, smarter technologies that support a more
resilient and sustainable future.

HSEnergy Group
Lynnem House, 1 Victoria Way, Burgess Hill, RH15 9NF
01444 708252
hsenergy.co.uk

Make your Views Count - Final Day!
Engagement Phase extended on plans for Victoria Business Park
West Sussex County Council engagement with local businesses located in the business
park on plans to improving sustainable travel options like walking, cycling and public
transport access and connectivity around the area. Linking with the wider access and
connectivity improvement schemes within the Town Centre and the Northern Arc.

Why your organisations input matters before we move into detail design phase:

Ensure your business needs are considered in future plans
Reduce congestion within the business park
Influence improvements that a"ect your sta" and their travel experience to work.
Help create a safer, greener and more e#cient environment for everyone

Take part now: Business and Organisation Survey: Victoria Business Park Access
and Connectivity | Your Voice West Sussex

Connected by Christmas 

https://hsenergy.co.uk/
https://hsenergy.co.uk/
https://hsenergy.co.uk/
https://hsenergy.co.uk/
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/victoria-business-park-access-and-connectivity/surveys/victoria-business-park-211
https://bhbpa.co.uk/


Give the Gift of Connection This Christmas
An 800% increase in laptop appeals. A waiting list for the first time. And a chance for your
business to help.
 

This December, Tech-Takeback has launched its Connected by Christmas campaign to
meet a surge in urgent requests for digital support. With applications up 800% in
Brighton and West Sussex, local people are asking for help; and for the first time ever,
many risk being turned away due to lack of devices.
 

From job hunting and virtual classes to healthcare and staying in touch, life is
increasingly lived online. But for 21% of local residents, digital access is still out of reach.

Behind each appeal is a real person:
James, 15: “My homework is all online. I get
into trouble because I cannot do it.”
Alison, 62: “My mum has dementia. I’m her
sole carer. I feel so lonely and helpless.”
 

This winter, your business can make a
di"erence. Across the UK, 22 million
unused laptops sit idle. With your help,
Tech-Takeback is working to get 300 of
them into the hands of people who need
them most this Christmas. 
 

Your business can turn unused technology
into opportunity, dignity and hope. Each
donated laptop undergoes:

Certified, GDPR-compliant data
erasure
Repairs and upgrades
Installation of Windows 11 or
Chrome OS
Core software for productivity

Optional internet access and digital skills training
Each device generates up to £43,000 in verified social value, turning unused tech into
empowerment, education, and real-world opportunity. We’ll track the impact of your
support over 6 months to feed into your ESG and CSR reporting.
 

3 Simple Ways to Help:

Donate devices – with free secure collection and certified data erasure
Fund a laptop – every £120 changes a life
Spread the word – forward this to your networks and colleagues

Let’s ensure no one is left o$ine this Christmas.
 

Fund social value: Click here for Go-Fund-Me-Page

Book a Collection - Click here

Contact:
hello@techtakeback.co.uk 
www.techtakeback.com

https://www.techtakeback.com/
https://circular.formstack.com/forms/business_donations_christmas
https://www.gofundme.com/f/connected-by-christmas?attribution_id=sl:244652c0-fde6-46f2-a55b-71e48b2874aa&lang=en_GB&utm_campaign=man_ss_icons&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link
https://www.techtakeback.com/
mailto:hello@techtakeback.co.uk
https://www.techtakeback.com/


Moving to the Cloud
Is it time for your business to move to the cloud?
If your business is still relying on computers or servers in the o#ce, you’re likely already
feeling the limitations. Today’s workplace is hybrid, mobile and fast-paced — teams need
instant access to the same files and information wherever they are.

Moving your business to the cloud gives
you secure access to data, apps, and tools
like SharePoint and Microsoft Teams from
any location, supporting more flexible
working and faster communication across
your organisation.
 

Migrating to modern services such as
Microsoft 365, SharePoint for document
management, and Teams for
communication and collaboration isn’t just
a technical step — it’s a smart business
move.

Cloud platforms reduce the cost of hardware, enable real-time teamwork, protect
against cyber threats, and ensure operations continue even if your o#ce systems fail. 
 

For many UK small and medium-sized businesses, cloud adoption has become key to
staying competitive. The cloud unlocks stronger security, simpler compliance, scalable
growth and access to the latest tools — including AI and automation — that are only
available through modern cloud services. 
 

Please enjoy our latest guide to your business moving to the cloud:
https://abcom.co.uk/our-guide-to-moving-to-the-cloud/

abcom.co.uk
If you want to discuss how we can help your business, please
email hello@abcom.co.uk
or call us on 01444 871200 option 2.

Local Government Reorganisation
Consultation on Local Government Reorganisation
The consultation runs until 11th January 2026 and we encourage our members to please
take part.
 

The Government has (Wednesday 19 November, 2025) launched its statutory
consultation into the future of local government across Sussex.  
 

This consultation is part of the Government's reorganisation of local authorities and will
run for seven weeks, ending on Sunday 11 January, 2026.  

https://abcom.co.uk/our-guide-to-moving-to-the-cloud/
https://abcom.co.uk/our-guide-to-moving-to-the-cloud/
https://abcom.co.uk/
https://abcom.co.uk/
mailto:hello@abcom.co.uk


Four proposals are included in
this consultation: 

1. A proposal from all the
councils in West Sussex
which has two options: Two
unitary councils based on
Mid Sussex, Horsham &
Crawley and another
covering Chichester, Arun,
Worthing & Adur or:

2. One unitary council covering
all of West Sussex

3. A proposal from East Sussex
councils for one unitary
council covering East Sussex

4. A proposal from Brighton &
Hove City Council for five
unitary councils covering
East & West Sussex and the
City. 

In West Sussex, all the councils worked closely together to develop two viable and
implementable options for the county. Whichever is selected, all councils are committed
to working closely together. 
 

Cllr Robert Eggleston, Leader of Mid Sussex District Council, comments: “We would like to
extend our thanks to the thousands of residents, businesses, community groups and
council sta" who took part in the Shaping West Sussex engagement survey over the
summer. 
 

“Your feedback was vital in developing the shared business case for our area. We
encourage you to participate in this government consultation which seeks views from
statutory consultees as well as sta" and the public. 
 

“We are proud of the business case that was submitted by the West Sussex partnership.
Together, we have worked in a democratic and collegiate way. We have shown what
close, partnership working can achieve and together we remain committed to ensuring
that, when this reorganisation happens, it is as smooth and seamless for our
communities as possible. 
 

“The final decision on Local Government Reorganisation rests with the Government.”  
 

Share your views
You can read the business cases for West Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton and Hove
and share your views at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-
in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex
 

www.opportunitymidsussex.co.uk

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex
https://www.opportunitymidsussex.co.uk/
https://www.opportunitymidsussex.co.uk/


Women in Innovation 
Women in Innovation Awards – Grant funding available!
Innovate UK, part of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), is o"ering up to 60 Women in
Innovation Awards to women founders and co-founders of micro, small or medium sized
enterprises (SMEs) across the UK.

Successful projects will receive up to
£75,000 of grant funding and bespoke
business support for 12 months.
Your project must:

have a grant funding request of up to
£75,000
last for 12 months
start on 1 July 2026
end on 30 June 2027

Find out more and apply now here!

Frontier Tech: Engineering the Impossible 
Register now for Frontier Tech: Engineering the Impossible with Sussex Innovation
Are you interested in learning about the emerging technologies set to reshape your
industry?
 

Join Sussex Innovation and the experts from the University of Sussex to find out more
about the opportunities presented by quantum computing and advanced AI, as well as
practical insights into R&D, product development and innovation funding.

https://extechcloud.com/
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/2337/overview/3750b1cd-2080-4a1c-82c0-003fbaafdd2d#eligibility
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/2337/overview/3750b1cd-2080-4a1c-82c0-003fbaafdd2d#eligibility


When and where are the events?
The programme will feature three events
across Sussex, each bringing together a
small, select group of local businesses:

Brighton Session (Wednesday 26th
November 2025)
Eastbourne Session (Thursday 22nd
January 2026)
Haywards Heath Session (Thursday
12th February 2026)

For more information and to sign up for
your chosen session, visit the website. 

December events with BIPC
Supporting entrepreneurs, inventors, and small businesses
The Business & IP Centre (BIPC) Sussex with its Regional Centre BIPC Brighton & Hove at
Jubilee Library and its BIPC Locals at Crawley Library and Worthing Library, Eastbourne
Library and Hastings Library, supports entrepreneurs, inventors, and small businesses
across Sussex, from that first spark of inspiration to successfully launching and
developing a business. 

December webinars

Monday 8th December: Webinar-People Buy Emotions, Not
Products: Connect Better with Marketing
Wednesday 10th December: Webinar - Get your Business
Online with a Perfect Website
Tuesday 16th December: Webinar -Business support
available in West Sussex Libraries and beyond

Business Support Clinics
West Sussex Growth Hub – Business Support Clinics
We are thrilled to continue o"ering our free Business Support Clinics, following the
fantastic success of the last two series. Running from June through to the end of 2025 –
and now with even more clinics arranged for 2026, this is your chance to access tailored,
expert advice that could transform your business.
Each 1-hour, one-to-one session is led by our expert Growth Hub team and designed to
give you practical, actionable insights across three core areas:

Operations & Scale-Up – streamline, grow and future-proof your business.
Social Media Content – cut through the noise and attract your ideal customers.
Finance – returning later in 2026.

https://www.sussexinnovation.co.uk/training-programmes/programmes-frontier-tech?utm_campaign=25881150-Frontier%20Tech&utm_source=Partners&utm_medium=General&utm_content=weblink_invite
https://www.sussexinnovation.co.uk/training-programmes/programmes-frontier-tech?utm_campaign=25881150-Frontier%20Tech&utm_source=Partners&utm_medium=General&utm_content=weblink_invite


December webinars

Monday 8th December: Webinar-
People Buy Emotions, Not Products:
Connect Better with Marketing
Wednesday 10th December: Webinar
- Get your Business Online with a
Perfect Website
Tuesday 16th December: Webinar -
Business support available in West
Sussex Libraries and beyond

View our full event listings on our
Eventbrite.
 

Contact the West Sussex Growth Hub
WSCC.GrowthHub@westsussex.gov.uk
www.westsussex.gov.uk

Lift-O" in January 2026

BHBiz26  
Headline Sponsors "Sherrards Employment Law Solicitors are delighted to be

back onboard as Headline Sponsors for BHBiz26.
 

We have been members of the BHBPA for a number of
years now and really value our membership within the
local business community. The association o"ers fantastic
opportunities to network and keep in touch with like-
minded local businesses keen to firmly put our area on
the map.
 

The event is set to showcase a number of inspirational
local organisations and highlight why it is such a fantastic
place to do business!"

Category Sponsors - Step Forward!
Another sponsor is announced!
The growing roster of BHBiz26 category sponsors:

Best Business  Mayo Wynne Baxter

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/west-sussex-growth-hub-87930614653
https://WSCC.GrowthHub@westsussex.gov.uk/
https://WSCC.GrowthHub@westsussex.gov.uk/
https://www.mayowynnebaxter.co.uk/
https://www.mayowynnebaxter.co.uk/


Charity & Community Champion  Plumpton
Racecourse

Future Talent & Skills Champion  Burgess Hill Girls

Excellence in Leadership EOS - Entrepreneurial
Operating System

Become a sponsorship partner
Here's the full list of categories:
(Highlighted: sponsors already pledged for 2026)

Best Business 
Micro Business Star
Charity & Community Champion 
J.E.D.I. Star (Justice, Equality, Diversity & Inclusion)
Future Talent & Skills Champion 
Green Champion
Star Apprentice
Excellence in Leadership
Shooting Star (celebrating company growth)
Team of Stars
Winning Workplace

Our remaining sponsorship packages

Sponsor a category for just £1,500
A comprehensive package of promotion both pre & post event, including free
tickets to the awards evening worth nearly £200. 
50% invoiced in February + 50% in July

Other sponsorship packages are available for the drinks reception, together with other
elements of the evening. For all enquiries please get in touch:

Contact us
richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
07393 728688
 

https://www.plumptonracecourse.co.uk/
https://burgesshillgirls.com/
https://www.brandonharris.co.uk/
https://bhbpa.co.uk/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk


The Big Give
Your donation will be doubled
Did you know? We have to raise 70% of our costs through fundraising, which is why
campaigns like the Big Give make such a di"erence.
 

For many of the families we support, Christmas can be a lonely and costly time of year.
Some will sacrifice presents, heating or even seeing relatives. We want to make sure our
members and their families can celebrate in the community and make special memories.

From 2 to 9 December, Kangaroos is taking part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge.
For one week only, every £1 you donate will be doubled when you give through our
campaign page.
 

We’re grateful to the Shanly Foundation for providing the match funding that makes
this possible. Their support means every donation will have double the impact for our
members and their families.
 

Your donation will help us:

provide festive activities that ease isolation
run short break provisions during December
o"er respite for parents, carers and siblings
support families facing hardship
give every Kangaroos member a Christmas gift they love
fund trips, socials and enrichment for those with complex needs

These moments bring comfort, connection and joy to our members and their families
during a challenging time of year.
 

One donation. Twice the impact.
The campaign closes at 12pm on Tuesday 9 December.
 

Donate through the Big Give from Midday on Tuesday
Thank you for helping us bring colour to the lives of people with learning disabilities this
Christmas.

https://donate.biggive.org/campaign/a05WS000006PbdfYAC


www.kangaroos.org.uk

The Big Give Christmas Challenge - Donate here

Mortgage advice, built around you.

01273 044825 | mortgages@wellesleywa.co.uk | wellesleywa.co.uk/mortgages

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Wellesley is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth
management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products.
Wellesley is a trading name of Wellesley Investment Management Limited, registered in England & Wales No. 6530147.
Registered O#ce: 44 The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5TN.
SJP Approved 18/09/2025

A Taste of Pangdean
A Christmas gift of a fantastic Valentine's evening
Pangdean is delighted to make the early announcement of our next fantastic Valentine’s
evening and the opportunity to purchase this as an indulgent Christmas gift, now that
the season is upon us!

https://www.kangaroos.org.uk/
https://donate.biggive.org/campaign/a05WS000006PbdfYAC
https://www.kangaroos.org.uk/
https://wellesleywa.co.uk/mortgages
mailto:mortgages@wellesleywa.co.uk
https://wellesleywa.co.uk/mortgages


A Delicious Menu
We have once again been busy creating a
delicious menu to tantalise your taste buds
and experience a wonderful, romantic
Valentine’s night in 2026.
Please see the menu here. 
 

Enjoy a drink on arrival, followed by a three-
course meal in our beautiful grade II listed
barn, whilst being looked after by our
award-winning team.
 

What better night of the year to enjoy the
fabulous food, atmosphere and service at
Pangdean Barn with loved ones, family or
friends?  
 

We look forward to seeing you all there and
in the meantime Happy Christmas.
 

Nicky and the whole Pangdean Team 

To book a table please email: tasteofpangdean@pangdean.com

Pangdean Old Barn
Pangdean Farm, Pyecombe, Brighton BN45 7FN
01273 843302
www.pangdean.com

A Celebratory Event
Dame Vera Lynn Children's Charity raise £15,000 at exclusive event at Lambeth
Palace
On Thursday 27 November, Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity hosted an exclusive
luncheon at Lambeth Palace. The charity, which supports children under five with
cerebral palsy, chromosome abnormalities and rare genetic disorders was joined by
special guests Sir Edward Davey MP FRSA, Leader of the Liberal Democrats, and his wife
Emily Gasson, who shared their own personal connection with the charity.

This unique event celebrated the
extraordinary impact of the charity’s loyal
supporters, ahead of their 25th anniversary
year.
 

Guests enjoyed a drinks reception in the
State Drawing Room with Sussex produced
wines and soft drinks from sponsors
Stopham Vineyard, Wiston Wine Estate and
Folkington’s Juices, before moving into the
breathtaking Guards Room for lunch.

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:9d682674-f0cc-42b7-ab57-f1a2a5235c42
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:9d682674-f0cc-42b7-ab57-f1a2a5235c42
mailto:tasteofpangdean@pangdean.com
https://www.pangdean.com/
https://www.pangdean.com/


The charity hosted a live auction, compered by parent, Richard Taylor-Johnson, whose
son Josh was supported by the charity. Every penny raised at the event will help to
provide a range of early intervention support services to children and their families. The
charity o"ers physiotherapy/ conductive education, music therapy, speech and language
therapy, rebound therapy, swimming sessions and outreach home-play – all free of
charge. With no waiting list to start at the charity, families can refer themselves if they
feel they are in need of support.
 

Glenys Creese, CEO of Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity said: “We are so grateful to
have hosted an event at such an eminent location. This event has helped to raise over
£15,000 in crucial funds for the children we support, allowing families to see their child
reach milestones they once thought were out of reach. We are so grateful to every one
of our supporters who joined us on the day, and a special thanks to our sponsors:
Homewood Rail, Robert Walters, Folkington’s, Wiston Estate and Stopham Vineyard.”

dvlcc.org.uk
For more information on Dame Vera Lynn Children’s
Charity, please contact Molly Devine on 01444 473274
or email molly.devine@dvlcc.org.uk

Recycle your tree
Recycle your tree and help a child with cerebral palsy
This Christmas, Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity is asking people to recycle their
Christmas trees so they can continue to transform young children’s lives in 2026.

The charity will be collecting trees directly from
supporters’ homes on 4, 5 and 6 January. For a
suggested donation of £15, you can help children with
motor learning impairments to unlock their full
potential and recycle your tree at  the same time.
 

If you don’t have a real Christmas tree, you can still
support DVLCC this Christmas. The charity is looking
for volunteers to help collect trees on 4, 5 and 6
January.

You can support a child like Jothi.
Following a traumatic birth, Jothi spent the first 93 days
of his life in neonatal intensive care. Su"ering brain
damage, Jothi was eventually diagnosed with cerebral
palsy, and his parents were told he would have a poor
quality of life.
 

“We felt totally lost and isolated when we left hospital
with a nearly one-year-old with such high support needs.
Now we are learning that with the right techniques or
equipment, it is possible to make that happen for him in
his own way. One of the main reasons he has
progressed so well is down to this additional support
and therapeutic input.” – Kate, Jothi’s mum.

For more information, and to book, please visit www.dvlcc.org.uk/christmas, or call
01444 473274. The final date for booking is Thursday 2 January.

https://dvlcc.org.uk/
https://dvlcc.org.uk/
mailto:molly.devine@dvlcc.org.uk
https://dvlcc.org.uk/
https://dvlcc.org.uk/
https://www.dvlcc.org.uk/christmas,


dvlcc.org.uk
For more information on Dame Vera Lynn Children’s
Charity, please contact Molly Devine on 01444 473274
or email molly.devine@dvlcc.org.uk

Christmas Networking + Gingerbread Houses
Including the launch of our annual Gingerbread House Competition
We are back at The Woolpack, many thanks to Dee, Lance and all the team for
supporting us and hosting another Christmas event in the super festive surroundings of
a great cosy Sussex pub. The usual mulled wine and mince pies will be on o"er...but we
also have something special this year...and a trophy will be given on the night to
recognise the finest Gingerbread House in Burgess Hill.
 

Can your team bring architectural skill and artistic panache to the table? 
Wednesday 10th December 5.00-7.30pm onwards

Last year's event was a hoot

BHBPA 2025 Gingerbread House
Decorating Competition
Compete against other BHBPA businesses,
schools and community groups in our fun
competition.  

The competition will be judged on
imagination, inspiration, and appearance.
The winner of the competition will get to
take home a gingerbread house trophy!
Who will be the first name on the
silverware? 

For each £50 entry you receive a high-quality, locally made, traditional gingerbread
house kit measuring approx.14cm at the base, 19cm high and 14cm deep, fitting on an
8”/20cm board. The kit includes pre-baked gingerbread house pieces, board,
instructions, 3 piping bags, a mini candy cane and 3 small packs of sweet decorations to
get you started. Multiple entries accepted. 80% of the entry fee comes direct to Safe in
Sussex to help those a"ected by domestic abuse.

https://dvlcc.org.uk/
https://dvlcc.org.uk/
mailto:molly.devine@dvlcc.org.uk
https://certamps.co.uk/


You can do better than this! Of course you can!

Entering our first BHBPA Business
Competition gives your business the
opportunity to demonstrate corporate
social responsibility by supporting Safe in
Sussex domestic abuse charity within your
local community – whilst highlighting our
essential services to your sta".   

This is great for team building opportunity
for your business!  
 

You could even buy extra kits for your sta"
so you can run an internal gingerbread
house decorating competition - either inter-
departmental or just as individuals.   

Once you have paid your £50 fee, you can then buy additional traditional gingerbread
house kits (£30 each) and have your own mini competition to choose the winning house
to enter the BHBPA business competition. 

The Kits are available to buy now 
Gingerbread House Fun 2025 – Safe In Sussex

Please bring your finished masterpieces to the December BHBPA Networking event at
the Woolpack on Wednesday, 10th December to be judged.  
 

Any questions email Deb on fundraising@safeinsussex.org.uk

Micro-Meet - January
LVS Hassocks
Friday 23rd January 10.30-am - 12.30pm
Join us for an event designed for busy small and micro business owners and sole traders.
We hold these after the school run, giving working parents more opportunity to connect
with business.

We'd like to thank LVS Hassocks for hosting our event. We'll have
an interesting presentation from one of the companies working
with the school, explaining how they help students into the world
of work.
 

We'll also have the opportunity to try out the school tuck shop,
stocked with goodies made by the students who will be on hand
as shop assistants.

LVS Hassocks Google Maps
London Rd, Sayers Common, Hassocks BN6 9HT
We'll be meeting in the new Sussex Centre

https://www.safeinsussex.co.uk/gingerbread-2025/
mailto:fundraising@safeinsussex.org.uk
https://www.gdrectifiers.co.uk/
https://www.lvs-hassocks.org.uk/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/LVS+Hassocks+-+Independent+SEN+School+for+Autism/@50.954467,-0.202429,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x48759272766951bd:0x20b98ce5de4bf9e2!8m2!3d50.954467!4d-0.1998541!16s%2Fg%2F1v5k2gs0?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTExNy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


Our other speaker
Mel Hargreaves, West Sussex Employer Engagement - Skills Bootcamps

Mel is delivering the new and impartial West Sussex Skills Bootcamp Information Service,
delivered by SCTP in partnership with WSCC, that will raise awareness of and support
access to Skills Bootcamps, wider government funded training opportunities, and
provide a new free recruitment service. In previous roles, she held the position of Adult
Education Manager at a West Sussex FE college for 8 years and also held a management
role within apprenticeships.
 

She has extensive experience in the adult skills space and understand the needs of a
variety of stakeholders including both from the employer, learner and training provider
perspectives. Having started working in the leisure sector, Mel moved in to Project
Management and through to management training before working in the skills sector to
support businesses with skills gaps.
 

Mel is keen to hear about the local skills needs a"ecting your business and is looking
forward to supporting local businesses to access Skills Bootcamps, wider government
funded training, and recruitment services.
 

Agenda

10.30-11.00 - Informal networking with pastries, teas and co"ees
11.00-11.10 - LVS Hassocks - the school
11.10-11.20 - One company's experience with student engagement 
11.20-11.40 - Skills Bootcamps
11.40-11.55 - Visit to the school cafe/Tuck shop which is sta"ed by students
11.55-12.30 - Informal networking

Book the January Micro-Meet event here

Burgess Hill Christmas Market
Four Days of Festive Fun

11–14 December – Church Walk, Burgess Hill
Thu–Sat: 2pm–8pm and Sun: 12pm–6pm

Church Walk will be filled with Christmas magic as Burgess Hill Town Council launches its
festive market from 11–14 December. Sixteen decorated alpine chalets, artisan traders,
festive food, creative gifts and live entertainment will transform the town centre into a
sparkling winter haven.

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/?post_type=ajde_events&p=30241&preview=true
https://www.gdrectifiers.co.uk/
https://www.lvs-hassocks.org.uk/


Enjoy the warm buzz of our community
coming together. Browse a beautiful
selection of handcrafted gifts, festive
goodies, mulled wine, hot chocolate,
gourmet street food and traditional
Christmas bakes. Discover unique stocking
fillers from talented local makers and
independent traders – perfect for spreading
a little festive cheer.
 

Santa
Families can meet Santa in his beautifully
decorated chalet and take home a special
keepsake photo, with no booking required.
Santa will be welcoming visitors on
Thursday and Friday from 2pm to 8pm, and
on Sunday from 12.30pm to 2.30pm and
3pm to 5pm.
 

On Saturday Santa can be found in Market
Place Shopping at the Grotto run by Central
Sussex & Burgess Hill Rotary Clubs and
Burgess Hill District Lions. 

Free skating rink
There will be a free skating rink on Saturday between 12pm and 7pm, while on Sunday
they can step inside a giant snow globe for magical festive photos. Also on Sunday, from
12pm to 6pm, guests can relax and unwind with a free mindful origami taster session at
the Creative Community Hub.
 

A fantastic programme of live entertainment will run throughout the four days, with the
Town Mayor opening the market on Thursday at 2pm. Guests can expect performances
by Burgess Hill Girls, Burgess Hill Rock Choir and The Gattons School Choir. Appearances
from the pantomime cast and live music from Josh Pawell, Keziah Music, Andrew Scullin,
Vociferous Tim (solo keyboard artist), Tom Butterworth and more.
 

Whether you’re coming to shop, eat, skate, sing or simply soak up the festive
atmosphere, this Christmas Market is for you.
 

The Christmas Market is more than a festive celebration – it’s a wonderful moment of
excitement for Burgess Hill. A heartfelt thank you to all our sponsors and traders for
your invaluable contribution in making this magical event possible.
 

Free parking will be available at Cyprus Road Car Park:
Thu–Sat: 2pm–8pm | Sun: 2pm–6pm 

For the full programme, please visit our website:
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/festive-market
or printed copies are available at the Help Point 
 

https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/festive-market


Community Groups - Funding Grants
Community Groups invited to apply for grants from Burgess Hill Town Council
In the last financial year, the Town Council supported 26 community and voluntary
groups with over £15,000 in funding, to a whole range of projects. From funding
entertainment at the Kangaroos Christmas Fayre, assisting Sussex Chorus to hold
concerts in the town in 2025, supplementing the cost of badges for the Girlguiding
Burgess Hill Division showcase, to simply supporting groups with running costs, there
was a whole host of projects supported in the grant awards in April and October 2024.

St Edward’s Wives Group received a grant
towards running costs and said of the grant
“All the members of the Club are well into
retirement age and are very grateful for the
continued support of the Council to enable
them to regularly meet and enjoy the
company of their group.”
 

4sight Vision Support, an independent
charity dedicated to supporting and
engaging with people across West Sussex
who are blind or partially sighted, received a
grant of £750 in April 2024 and said “This
support enabled us to support 56 of our
clients in the Burgess Hill area.”

Burgess Hill & District Bereavement & Friendship Group received a £250 grant towards
the hire of a coach for members to visit Chartwell and said “The trip was a great success
and everyone who took part said how much they enjoyed it.”
 

Burgess Hill Town Council is passionate to support community groups and voluntary
organisations with their projects and recognises the great work these groups do with in
the town. Chairman of the Grants Panel Councillor Matthew Goldsmith said “BHTC is
delighted to support local volunteer organisations by giving worthwhile grants that help
and support the tremendous community that we have in Burgess Hill. We support a
broad range of activities including (but not limited to) youth groups and those assisting
vulnerable people in our town”.
 

The deadline for the annual grants is 31 January 2026 with community groups and
voluntary organizations invited to apply for minor grants of up to £1,000 for running
costs as well as capital expenditure, and for major grants of £1,000+ for capital costs
only.
 

If you are interested in applying for a grant visit
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/grants-for-community-groups/
for further information and to apply.

https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/grants-for-community-groups/


 

 

All Upcoming BHBPA Events
10th December
5.00 - 7.30pm

BHBPA Christmas Gingerbread House Competition
Join in the fun at The Woolpack

14th January
5.30 - 7.30pm

Ethics in Business - January networking event
Good things come from running a great business

23rd January
10.30am - 12.30pm

MICRO-MEET January
LVS Hassocks - Helping SEN college leavers in the workplace

Please book our events on our website
Whether it's an online event, or a site tour at one of our members, or a networking event
at a venue. We need to know how many are attending. Spaces can sometimes be limited
and we are finding increased demand. So book early!

Book all Events - CLICK HERE 

Closing Remarks
We are keen to hear your stories, awards won, apprenticeships completed, sustainability

improvements, your involvement with local schools and all and everything going on in

various business parks in and around the town.

 

Let's celebrate your successes and achievements!

 

Deadline for copy each week is Thursday noon.

Contact me directly - richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bhbpa-events/
https://www.bhbpa.co.uk/bhbpa-events/
mailto:richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk?subject=News%20Stories
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