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Opening Remarks
Be prepared
In this week's newsletter I have included not one but two articles looking at cyber crime. We
have reports from several BHBPA members of phishing and hacking attacks. One member
reported significant disruption and associated costs last week due to an email delivered hack.
I recommend reading Abcom's blog (see link below) and keeping details handy for the
National Cyber Secuirty Centre.
Mid Sussex Science Week
This launched last Friday and BHBPA has been instrumental in making this happen in
Burgess Hill. Five local primary schools, ten local businesses and over 200 ten year olds will
celebrate and engage in all things STEM (Science Technology Engineering & Maths) in Mid
June.
More from our award winning members
This week we celebrate PVL at the recent GDB Awards (Gatwick Diamond Business). They
have sent over a modest press release about their win. I have some knowledge of the efforts
they make improving diversity and inclusion in their workforce. I know they work closely with
Woodands Meed and were one of the local companies supporting their careers fair a couple
of weeks ago. They are very worthy winners of Employer of the Year.
Our growing social media presence
Our LinkedIn group has grown by 20% in the last month, it's a great way to keep up to date
with Burgess Hill centric businesses. You don't have to be a member of BHBPA to join our
group. Join today - Click here
STOP PRESS - We have just announced a June Networking event at Edwards Vacuum, see
the events section below.
Keep your news stories coming in: richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

PVL wins Employer of the Year
More success at the recent GDB Awards
PVL UK Ltd is delighted to announce that
we won the Employer of the Year award at
the prestigious Gatwick Diamond Business
Awards 2022.
The event took place on the 17th March at
The Grand Hotel in Brighton. The Awards
are a well-established highlight of the
business calendar, celebrating the
achievements of individual businesses and
business people across a wide range of
categories.
Importantly, they also showcase the
success of the Gatwick Diamond economic
area as a major driver of the regional and
national economies.
We were also Finalists for International
Business of the Year and Manufacturing
Business of the Year.

Nick Broom
The winner of the Employer of the Year award are able to demonstrate that they ensure their
employees are at the heart of their business, involving them in all aspects to improve
performance. They can evidence their approach to people development, communication and
engagement, and how their vision and values drive their organisation's activities.
"We are incredibly fortunate to have an outstanding People Team (Emily Darnell and Caroline
Wilbor) who work tirelessly to help, engage and support me, and our team, to ensure we all
drive forward to a shared vision with common values.
To be recognised by the business
community for this means so much to me
and everyone at PVL and can only help us
as we recruit and grow through 2022 and
beyond. Well done to all the other very
worthy finalists and winners on the night."
Nick Broom, CEO

Heightened Global Cyber Risk
How can Your Business Stay Vigilant in periods of 'Heightened' Global Cyber Risk?

Following Russia's attack on Ukraine, the National Cyber Security Centre has placed the
cyber threat in the UK as "heightened".
The cyber challenge becomes increasingly complex as the hacktivists group Anonymous
have become involved. Anonymous has apparently hacked into Russia's media censorship
agency and released 340,000 files in the latest undermining of Putin's war media campaign.
The reality is that there is an ongoing information and disinformation war. So, what we can
actually believe in is uncertain.
Read all about it on our latest blog article - follow the link below
Read all about it in ABCOM's latest blog article - CLICK HERE

Repeated Warning - be prepared for cyber threats
National Cyber Security Centre

Remind all staff of basic protocols when dealing with emails.
To support your business at this time, we would like to remind you to create a Cyber Incident
Response Plan, which we actively encourage you to download and add to existing business
continuity plans or use to create one.
The Cyber Resilience Centre for the South East would also recommend that you download
the Cyber Security Guide for Small Businesses published by the National Cyber Security
Centre to help you better understand the threat and practical steps you can take to mitigate.

Should you become the victim of an attack, there is guidance on how to report available on
our website and as always their friendly team are here if you need us.
Cyber Resilience Centre (resources and more) - CLICK HERE

Mid Sussex Science Week
Last week's launch event introduced schools to their company partners

One of our activities: The Ardingly Solar Car here pictured racing across Australia
Phil Todd (Chair of MSSW and BSE 3D Ltd, MD) gave an introduction to Mid Sussex
Science Week and the programme of events leading up to the main week in June.
Richard Cox from BHBPA thanked the companies for their committment of time and support
(they are listed below). There was also a mention for Carpenter Box, Broadcast Bionics, Paul
Noble Photographic, The Kings Centre and Ardingly College who are all providing valuable
support on the day.
Carl Morphew (BSE|FM Ltd, Director) shared his experience as a company STEM
Ambassador at previous events he has been involved with. While Dr Hellen Ward, from The
STEMHUB (University of Canterbury), explained how rewarding being an Ambassador can
be and how to become one. The STEMHUB will also be providing prizes, pupil certificates
and STEM focussed picture books for all the schools involved.
Concluding the presentations Mims Davies
(MP and Employment Minister) explained
how these type of events inspire the next
generation, to give them opportunities and

encourage diversity.
She then proceed to the draw, where we
partnered each school with a local company
- listed below
Woodlands Meed will also be involved with
MSSW, this year as an observer.

Mim Davies - As she makes the draw
Birchwood Grove Primary School - Leap Environmental
Southway Primary School - Edwards Vacuum
Bolney CE Primary School - HPC Plc
Sheddingdean Primary School - BSE|FM Limited
London Meed Primary School - Mitsubishi Electric
We must also thank the generous support of our main sponsors, Carpenter Box, helping
make Mid Sussex Science Week's Big Bang event a memorable day for hundreds of children.
"We are thrilled to be sponsors for the Mid-Sussex Science Week. This is a fantastic
opportunity to encourage children's curiosity and engagement for STEM subjects at younger
ages and transcend societal stereotypes. By showing the future generation the diverse
prospects of STEM topics, we hope that this will make it more accessible to all".
Alastair Watkinson
Alastair Watkinson
Business Development Manager
T: 01293 227670 M: 07827 854270
alastair.watkinson@carpenterbox.com
www.carpenterbox.com

Call out for help
Burgess Hill Local Pantry
Burgess Hill Local Pantry was set up in response to the pandemic for people facing food
poverty and to reduce food waste. Since opening in May 2020 the membership has grown to
192 members with over 50 members attending each week.
Unlike the foodbank, members pay £4 each week they visit and can choose 10 items to the
value of approx £10-£15. We also collect end of day food from local supermarkets and this is
available to members to 'top up' their shopping.
In recent months we have experienced a drop in the availability of food from Fareshare, our
main supplier and have had to rely on grant funding to purchase food for members. The
number of people applying for membership is also growing and once we reach 200 we will
need to start a waiting list.
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - If you are able to donate either personally or as a business
please see below. If you want to make a collection of food at your premises we can arrange

collection and if you are in agreement, will publicise your support.
Contact Julie Smyth - 07759 698831 or email hello@bhlocalpantry.org

Request for Storage
Burgess Hill Choral Society (Reg. Charity no. 276759) has been tasked with finding new
storage facilities for its staging which consists of sheets of thick plywood, steel frames and
timber frames.
It would require a volume of no more than 4 cubic metres (about 140 cubic feet) to store all
these items. This would be provided by a space measuring 2m x 2m x 1m.
Contact Jane Leng, Chair of Burgess Hill Choral Society on: Jane.Leng1@outlook.com

Job Posting
Keymer Double Glazing
Trade Counter Manager required with an immediate start, Monday to Friday 7.30am to 5pm &
alternate Saturdays 8am to 12pm, must have a driving licence, salary dependant on
experience.

Contact
markbonner@keymerdoubleglazing.co.uk
01444 246051 ext 205

The RISE Programme
New programme to help West Sussex tourism and hospitality businesses bounce back
after the pandemic
A newly launched business innovation programme led by the University of Brighton aims to
boost local tourism and hospitality businesses hit by the pandemic. The West Sussex visitor
economy shrank by 50% compared to 2019, with a loss of £1 billion of visitor spend since the
pandemic struck in 2020.
The Horizons: Innovation in the Tourism and Hospitality sectors programme - part of the
Research, Innovation in Sussex Excellent (RISE) project led by the university of Brighton,
in partnership with the University of Sussex and West Sussex County Council - kicks off with
introductory webinars for local SMEs on 30 March and 5 April.
The programme provides Sussex-based small and medium enterprises (SMEs) with fully
subsidised access to expert university support, and includes an opportunity to work with an
academic to develop or improve a specific product or service. Up to £5000 of support is
available for each participant, with no cost to the business.
Lorraine Bell, Head of RISE at University of Brighton, said: "We know that many local
businesses in West Sussex were hit hard by the pandemic, with tourism, hospitality and the
visitor economy particularly hard-hit. Working with West Sussex County Council, we've
developed our Horizons programme to help small and medium-sized businesses to recover
and grow, helping them to build understanding, confidence and skills and providing inspiration
for businesses to get creative and innovative."
Samantha Smithson, from Experience West Sussex, said: "Skills shortages and recruitment

challenges remain a consistent challenge, [while] rising energy costs alongside the need for
decarbonisation will also be putting pressure on SMEs. The RISE Horizons programme offers
a unique opportunity for West Sussex tourism and hospitality business leaders to focus on
innovation as a means to overcome some of the challenges ahead.
"By providing access to specialist university
expertise, this programme can help
transform operations and visitor
experiences to promote business growth. It
presents businesses with practical solutions
to enable change in a truly innovative way.
For anyone looking to future-proof their
business growth, this is a great opportunity."
To find out more about the RISE Horizon
programme visit the link below
Or contact the RISE team directly at
rise@brighton.ac.uk.
To find out more about the RISE Horizon programme - CLICK HERE

Free 'FlexForward22' Peer Mentoring Event
13 May 2022, 10am-12pm online and in person
Following the success of their Action Learning Group series, flexible recruitment consultants,
Flexibility Matters', invite you to attend #FlexForward22, a free, peer mentoring, learning and
sharing event, to help you create winning hybrid and flexible working practices for your
business success.
In small groups, led by peer mentors and HR experts from leading organisations, you will
explore the challenges of hybrid working and discuss a roadmap to success.
Join online via Teams or in person at the
Financial Services Compensation Scheme
(FSCS) HQ, London EC3A for this free
session.
Places limited, registration required:
Register in the link below:
Register for the FREE FlexForward22 event - CLICK HERE

Networking in April
We look forward to an onsite tour of HPC's facilities later in April
HPC Plc will be hosting our April event, with
a site tour.
FREE - members only
Friday 29th April
8.30-11.00am

A leader in the UK market for fifty years, HPC's "yellow-box" compressed air systems can be
found throughout British industry, from workshops and garages to factories and power
stations.
There will also be a short presentation from the University of Chichester.

Networking in May
We'll have some informal networking and drinks at our early evening event
We'll have some informal networking and
drinks at our early evening event at
Wellesley Wealth Advisory in mid May
Our host is Harry Clewley who, apart from
being a Chartered Financial Planner, is also
BHBPA's most recent addition to its steering
committee.
FREE - members only
Thursday 19th May
4.30-6.30pm

Networking in June
We'll be having a site tour and networking at Edwards Vacuum
Edwards Vacuum have kindly agreed to
host our June event.
Numbers will be restricted to 60, so book
early to avoid disappointment
FREE - members only
Wednesday 29th June
8.30-11.00am

All Upcoming BHBPA Events
Would you like to give a presentation at one of our general networking events?
We are always interested to hear from you if you have a 10-15 minute presentation covering
a pertinent business topic. To discuss this in more detail contact richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk
Tuesday 12th April 4.00 to 5.00pm
2nd Tuesday ZOOM networking
Numbers continue to grow for our one hour monthly networking session online
Friday 29th April 8.30 to 11.00am
Site tour and networking at HPC on the Victoria Estate
Tuesday 10th May 4.00 to 5.00pm
2nd Tuesday ZOOM networking
Thursday 19th May 4.30 to 6.30pm
Networking and drinks at Wellesley Wealth Advisory
Tuesday 14th June 4.00 to 5.00pm
2nd Tuesday ZOOM networking
Wednesday 29th June 8.30 to 11.00am
Site tour and networking at Edwards Vacuum
Please ALWAYS book our events on our website.
Whether it's an online event, or a site tour at one of our members, or a networking event at a
venue. We need to know how many are attending. Spaces can sometimes be limited and we
are finding increased demand. So book early!
To Book Events - CLICK HERE

Closing Remarks

We want to hear from you
We are keen to hear your stories, awards won, apprenticeships completed, sustainability
improvements, your involvement with local schools and all and everything going on in the varous
business parks around the town.
Let's celebrate your successes and achievements!
Deadline for copy each week is Thursday 3.00pm
Contact me directly - richard.cox@bhbpa.co.uk

BHBPA Ltd. c/o Lea Graham Associates
Hillcrest House
84 Valebridge Road
Burgess Hill
RH15 0RP
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